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Proceedings commenced on Monday, 2 September 2024, as follows:  1 

  2 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Good afternoon, members.  I want to welcome you back after 3 

the summer break.  I hope you got to spend it with your family and friends and had a 4 

nice relaxing time.  So I will hand you over to Helen for the roll call.  5 

MS PURCELL:  Thank you.  We have some members of the public present today 6 

and you're very welcome online.  I would ask that you keep your cameras off, please, 7 

and your microphone off.  And if anybody has any issues with technology just let us 8 

know.  And for the members who are present, would you mind speaking into the 9 

microphones as much as possible so the people who are remote can hear you.  Thank 10 

you very much. 11 

 12 

Now, we will have the roll call.   13 

Councillor Danny Alvey? 14 

COUNCILLOR ALVEY:  Present.  15 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Mark Barry?  Councillor Joe Behan?   16 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  Present. 17 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Sylvester Bourke?   18 

COUNCILLOR BOURKE:  Present. 19 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Melanie Corrigan?   20 

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN:  Present. 21 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Avril Cronin?   22 

COUNCILLOR CRONIN:  Present.. 23 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Erika Doyle?   24 

COUNCILLOR DOYLE:  Present. 25 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Malachaí Duddy?   26 

COUNCILLOR DUDDY:  Anseo. 27 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Gail Dunne?   28 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  Present. 29 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?   30 

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN:  Present. 31 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Orla Finn?   32 

COUNCILLOR FINN:  Present. 33 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?   34 
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COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD:  Present.  1 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy?   2 

COUNCILLOR FLYNN KENNEDY:  Present. 3 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Tom Fortune?   4 

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE:  Present.  5 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Patsy Glennon?   6 

COUNCILLOR GLENNON:  Present. 7 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Pat Kennedy?   8 

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY:  Present. 9 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Shane Langrell?   10 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  Present. 11 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Peir Leonard?   12 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Present. 13 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Jason Mulhall?   14 

COUNCILLOR MULHALL:  Present. 15 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Miriam Murphy will be joining remotely.  16 

Councillor Ian Neary?   17 

COUNCILLOR NEARY:  Present. 18 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Dermot O'Brien?   19 

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN:  Anseo.  20 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Paul O'Brien?   21 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Present. 22 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Gerry O'Neill? 23 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Anseo. 24 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Warren O'Toole?   25 

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE:  Anseo. 26 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Graham Richmond?   27 

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND:  Present. 28 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Lourda Scott?   29 

COUNCILLOR SCOTT:  Here. 30 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor John Snell?  Councillor Peter Stapleton?   31 

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON:  Present. 32 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Stephen Stokes?   33 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  Present. 34 
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MS PURCELL:  Present.  Councillor Edward Timmins?   1 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  Present. 2 

MS PURCELL:  Present.  And Councillor Caroline Winstanley?   3 

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY:  Present.  4 

MS PURCELL:  Thank you.  5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  I will open the floor up to condolences.  6 

Councillor Gail Dunne.  7 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  Councillor Gail Dunne.  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  8 

Wicklow Town was hit with very sad news this morning.  A good friend of mine and 9 

yours, Pat (Sting) Kavanagh passed away.  The word legend is used in a lot of things, 10 

but I think it really lends itself to Sting.  A greater footballer, rugby, Gaelic, best 11 

known as a soccer player around the town.  Pat was unwell for the last number of 12 

years and took ill last Friday, and passed away this morning.  To Trish and his family 13 

I just want to offer my condolences.   14 

 15 

I just have a second one as well maybe I might...  Also last week the town was again 16 

shocked by the news of Jane McCoy, a young woman with four children, married to 17 

John Joe who I would have known very well in his days at St Pat's, and I offer my 18 

sympathy to both families.  Thank you.   19 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor Dunne.  I would like to be associated 20 

with the two.  I know both families very well.   21 

 22 

Councillor Lourda Scott.  23 

COUNCILLOR SCOTT:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  I wanted to offer condolences 24 

to the friends and family of Joseph McLoughlin who passed away over the summer.  25 

He was a great community man in Greystones; very active with Greystones Tidy 26 

Towns and also with Redford Residents Association, and he passed after a sudden 27 

illness and will be greatly missed.  Thank you. 28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Graham Richmond.   29 

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND:  I would like to echo the comments of Councillor 30 

Gail Dunne there, the passing of Ms McCoy from Marlton Demesne.  She was a 31 

well-known activist for the early screening for bowel cancer and I would like to 32 

extend my condolences to the family.  33 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Gerry O'Neill.   34 
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COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  I would like to offer my condolences to the Teague 1 

family; a well-known family in Blessington.  Mick died, he was buried on 2 

Wednesday, and then a day later his wife passed away.  So her funeral is in two days' 3 

time.  It was sad to see the husband and wife in the one, within a couple of days 4 

passing.  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  If we have no more I have two 6 

myself.  On behalf of Wicklow County Council I would like to offer our sincere 7 

condolences to Eddie Kenny in New York on the sad passing of his wife Jean after 8 

battling cancer for 31 years.  Jean's family were originally from Arklow, so they 9 

always had a close connection to County Wicklow.  Up to a couple of years ago I 10 

believe Jean and Eddie were ever present at St Patrick's Day in New York, and they 11 

both participated in the parade for more than 50 times.  Eddie has been involved in 12 

Wicklow Association all those years and he has held many positions, including being 13 

chairman, where he has welcomed many delegations from Wicklow County Council 14 

in his time.   15 

 16 

The second one I would like to say is that I would like to offer my condolences to the 17 

family Marie Mates.  Marie was Minister Liam Kavanagh's secretary for almost a 18 

quarter of a century.  It is not often that the secretary is as well-known as the 19 

Minister but in this instance because of Marie's work ethic and her broad knowledge 20 

she was every bit as well-known as Liam and held in very high regard.  I know she 21 

assisted many people around the county no matter of their party, political and 22 

non-political, and I know she will be deeply missed by her daughter Jennifer and 23 

granddaughter Amy.   24 

 25 

So I might ask you all to stand for a few moments -- sorry, Helen might have a few 26 

as well.  Sorry.   27 

MS PURCELL:  We extend our sympathies to the families of our former colleagues 28 

Breda McCasey and John O'Toole; and also our sympathies to the families of Teresa 29 

Tess Gallagher, mother of our colleague Niall Gallagher; Séan Griffin, father of our 30 

colleague Orla Griffin; Margaret Quinn, mother of our colleague Marian 31 

Vanderwell. 32 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I might ask you stand now for a moment's silence.   33 

(Moment's silence.) 34 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Helen.  Thank you, members, for that.  We have a 1 

proposal for suspension of standing orders which I propose to take at 4:30.  I might 2 

ask Helen to read it out.   3 

MS PURCELL:  Yes.  The suspension was submitted by Councillor Peir Leonard, 4 

seconded by Councillor Tom Fortune and supported by Councillor Joe Behan, that, 5 

"This Council requests the Chief Executive to write to An Taoiseach, Simon Harris 6 

TD, and the Minister of Education, Norma Foley TD, to request and fund an urgent 7 

and comprehensive review on the management of the school transport system with 8 

the purpose of identifying shortfalls in the school transport service provision which 9 

are causing severe stress to parents and students on an annual basis, and that they 10 

ring-fence the necessary funding to implement the recommendations of this report as 11 

part of the next annual budget."  12 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Helen.  So if there's any -- it is accepted at half 13 

four, that we have a two-thirds majority?  Yes.  So everyone is agreed that we will do 14 

it at half four.  Okay. 15 

 16 

So we will go on to the agenda now.   17 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Cathaoirleach, if I may?   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I beg your pardon, sorry, Gerry.   19 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  I am a bit out of order maybe.   20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Hang on.   21 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  I was making a proposal for suspension of standing 22 

orders to discuss the issue in Kippure Lodge on the enforcement order that Wicklow 23 

County Council has issued there.  And I just learned more about this this morning.  24 

And I know by right I should have had it in, in writing, but I think that -- I'd imagine 25 

that most councillors in the chamber would be supporting me here, that there could 26 

be a discussion on the illegal build of 65 houses and the issues around that.  So I'd 27 

propose that, you know, this is a blatant misuse of planning by these people, and it's 28 

a serious, serious issue.  Nowhere in Ireland would anyone get away with the 29 

building of 65 units despite an enforcement order, two enforcement orders in the last 30 

couple of year, and now, eight is up since last Friday.  There's been no action 31 

whatsoever done and the buildings --  32 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor O'Neill, I apologise for interrupting you.  We have 33 

a packed agenda.  The Chief Executive wants to comment on that for you now.   34 
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COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  But surely with the support of the councillors in the 1 

chamber we should discuss this for ten minutes at 4:30.  It is a very serious issue.  I 2 

hold my hands up, okay.  I should have it in writing.  But I honest to God think that 3 

every councillor in the chamber should be aware of what is going on in Kippure 4 

Lodge.  5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can I ask the Chief Executive to make a comment on it and 6 

then I will come back to you, if necessary.  7 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Thank you. 8 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Just in relation to it.  There are 9 

ongoing enforcement proceedings, and any discussion that would be held in this 10 

chamber would prejudice the legal case that is also in force at the moment.  I have no 11 

problem briefing members on it, but I don't think it's appropriate to discuss a live 12 

enforcement case in the chamber here this afternoon.  But look, we will leave it at 13 

that.  Thanks, members.  14 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Cathaoirleach, this is not a live planning.  There's no 15 

planning whatsoever.  No planning whatsoever sought.  16 

MS O'GORMAN:  It is a live enforcement case, Councillor O'Neill.   17 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  There's no planning whatsoever. 18 

MS O'GORMAN:  It's a live enforcement case, Councillor O'Neill. 19 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  They're building 65 houses and doing what they like 20 

down there under our noises.  The only thing we have there is enforcement.  If it was 21 

a case, Cathaoirleach, you know, that there was a planning application and it went to 22 

the board, there's no application.  The only -- they have been issued with 23 

enforcement notices to seize the building of this new town in Blessington that has 24 

absolutely no permission whatsoever.  And not alone the community, does it concern 25 

the community, but even there's great concern of the refugees, the people who are in 26 

this estate.  They're coming out and talking about -- it's atrocious, the carry on.  And 27 

for the sake of ten minutes later on I would love that we can discuss it.   28 

 29 

I mean just down the road, Cathaoirleach, and I won't hold up any more of your time, 30 

but down the road from there, there's a young man, a wife and two children, have 31 

been -- they had to demolish their house three weeks ago.  They're living now in a 32 

building, in a garage adjacent to a house, and yet, because of who we are and money 33 

pays -- you know, this is totally wrong.  And I'd urge, you know, that we do -- that's 34 
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what we're here for.  We're not here to be coming in here to talk about willy-nilly 1 

stuff and Mickey Mouse stuff and all that.  This is a very serious issue.  And I don't 2 

accept -- with all due respect to the CEO, this is an issue.  There's no planning 3 

whatsoever.  No planning whatsoever.  If it was me or you, Cathaoirleach, you'd be 4 

in the courts in the morning.  5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I am not disagreeing with you, but I am going to hand over to 6 

the Chief Executive.  7 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  That is not a good enough answer, with due respect.  8 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can you wait for the answer please?   9 

MS O'GORMAN:  I didn't mention that there was planning.  There is no planning, 10 

you're correct, and, therefore, we have taken enforcement proceedings against the 11 

owners, the agents on the site.  We have an enforcement notice which expired on 12 

Friday.  There are inspections ongoing.  There are also applications to the court.  It 13 

would prejudice any court proceedings to get into a further discussion about it today.  14 

I am quite happy, as I said, to brief members on where we are it with it.  We are fully 15 

in agreement that this is unauthorised development, and we are proceeding 16 

accordingly on that.  17 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Well, could I ask when are these court proceedings?  I 18 

mean, the building is going ahead.  On my phone today these works are going on.  19 

These works are being -- these orders are completely being ignored by this group of 20 

people.  Well-heeled people.  We're talking about very, very well-heeled people.  I 21 

mean, they own half --  22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor O'Neill, I have been very fair with you now and 23 

we have a packed agenda, and you have admitted yourself it is not in writing.  I am 24 

going to allow Councillor Behan in on it, and then we will move on.  25 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  Cathaoirleach, I want to support Councillor O'Neill's 26 

point.  We all got the email this morning.  The planning system is in public disrepute 27 

if this particular development is not removed immediately.  Because we come down 28 

like a ton of bricks on ordinary citizens of this county for a lot smaller, what you 29 

might consider to be transgressions in the planning code.  I cannot see -- and we had 30 

another debate about legalities here at the last meeting.  I cannot see how we, as 31 

democratically elected councillors, can't give our view on our concern about this 32 

development.  And in fairness, one councillor in this chamber consistently has raised 33 

the flag on this issue from the very beginning, and that was Councillor O'Neill.  And 34 
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I think he's entitled to have a ten-minute discussion on this where those who want to 1 

contribute can give their point of view.  I do not see how that can in any way affect a 2 

planning process.  And the Chief Executive has already publicly admitted it's there 3 

without any planning permission at all.  So surely, what is the problem with us 4 

saying the same thing and saying we want this dealt with as a matter of urgency.  So 5 

I support you Councillor O'Neill.  6 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can I suggest something then, that we have it put in writing to 7 

us and we put it out to a vote then, like what we should have done in terms of 8 

Councillor Leonard's suspension of standing orders.   9 

 10 

Councillor Edward Timmins.  11 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  Yes.  Could I ask that this matter be discussed under 12 

the Manager's Report?  I mean the Manager's Report covers everything, so if we 13 

could get an update maybe at the point in time of the Manager's Report.  The Chief 14 

Executive said you would give us an update; perhaps under the Manager's Report, 15 

that would be an opportunity to give us an update.  We're all clearly against any 16 

breach of planning laws.  I am the chairman of the Planning SPC.  I am very 17 

concerned about any breach of planning laws by any individual or company.  So 18 

perhaps it would be possible to get an update in the Manager's Report. 19 

MS O'GORMAN:  Members, as I said, I don't want to prejudice any legal 20 

proceedings we have ongoing, so I am very reluctant to get into any detail on this 21 

matter.  It is within your rights to put a vote on it and discuss it.  I can say very little 22 

more than what I have already said to the members here today.  Suffice to say that 23 

we have enforcement proceedings ongoing.  We have also taken a dual approach 24 

with legal proceedings ongoing to advance that, because enforcement takes an awful 25 

long time as you know.  In our view, it is unauthorised development, and we are 26 

going to pursued it.  That is as much as I can say on the matter today.   27 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Dunne.   28 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  I think the members should be very careful.  The Chief 29 

Executive has given us advice, we are going to prejudice an ongoing case.  And it 30 

might mean if this is discussed I won't be in the chamber.  31 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  What ongoing court case are you talking about?   32 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  Excuse me.  Councillor O'Neill, I have never interrupted 33 

you over all the years.  Please show me the same courtesy.  34 
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COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  I will interrupt you to show you that there's no court 1 

case.   2 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor O'Neill.  Councillor O'Neill.  3 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  This is misinformation.  Misinformation.  4 

Misinformation.   5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can you switch off your mic, please, so I can let others in as 6 

well.  This is not the way this Council is going to behave as long as I am in the chair.  7 

Can we have a little bit of decorum and respect for each other, please, and not 8 

interrupt each other, please.  I put forward, if you want to put it in writing, get a 9 

seconder, the Chief Executive has already indicated she will not be making any 10 

further comment on it, but if you put it in writing and get a seconder I will put it out 11 

for vote, if that is okay.  I want to move on to the agenda, please.   12 

 13 

So item number 1 of the agenda:  "To confirm and sign the minutes of annual 14 

meeting of Wicklow County Council held on Friday, 21st June 2024.  (Copy 15 

attached.)"   16 

 17 

Can I have a proposer and a seconder, please?  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy and 18 

Councillor Pat Kennedy.  Thank you.  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 19 

 20 

Item number 2:  "To confirm and sign minutes of ordinary meeting of Wicklow 21 

County Council held on Monday 1st July 2024 (copy attached)." 22 

 23 

Again you should have minutes attached.  Can I have a proposer?  Councillor Avril 24 

Cronin.  And a seconder, Councillor Graham Richmond.  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 25 

 26 

Item number 3:  "To consider the disposal of 0.0340Ha or thereabouts in the 27 

townland of Ballyknockan, Co. Wicklow comprised in Folio No. 4484, County 28 

Wicklow, being the property known as Newline Cottage, Ballyknockan, Blessington, 29 

County Wicklow, by transfer order to Martina Monaghan, Legal Personal 30 

Representative of Kathleen Osbourne, deceased, of Newline Cottage, Ballyknockan, 31 

Blessington, County Wicklow, the person entitled to the freehold interest in the 32 

property. (As per notice previously circulated.)" 33 

 34 
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Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Patsy Glennon.  A seconder?  Councillor 1 

Edward Timmins.  Are we agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you.   2 

 3 

Item number 4:  "To consider the disposal of property in the townland of Ballynerrin 4 

Lower, County Wicklow, comprised in Folio No. W2124L, County Wicklow, being 5 

the property known as 29 St. Patrick's Avenue, Wicklow, by Deed of Transfer to 6 

Bernard & Catherine Wynne, the persons entitled to the leasehold interest in the 7 

property. (As per notice previously circulated.)" 8 

 9 

Proposer?  Councillor Gail Dunne.  A seconder?  I will second that one.  Okay.  If I 10 

am allowed.  Number 5 -- sorry, agreed?  (Agreed.)  I wouldn't mind but I have 11 

"agreed" written down here.   12 

 13 

Item number 5:  "To consider the disposal of property in the townland of 65 Fernhill, 14 

Arklow, County Wicklow, comprised in Folio No. WW2503L, County Wicklow 15 

being the property known as 65 Fernhill, Arklow, County Wicklow by transfer order 16 

to Michael & Angela Molloy, the person entitled to the freehold interest in the 17 

property. (As per notice previously circulated.)" 18 

 19 

A proposer, please?  Councillor Pat Fitzgerald.  Seconded by Pat Kennedy.  Are we 20 

agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 21 

 22 

Number 6:  "To consider the disposal of property in the townland of Bray, County 23 

Wicklow comprised in Folio No. WW6495L, County Wicklow being the property 24 

known as 92 Sugarloaf Crescent, Bray, County Wicklow by Deed of Transfer to 25 

Annedore Spesshardt" -- my apologies if I pronounced that wrong -- "of 92 26 

Sugarloaf Crescent, Bray, leasehold interest in the property, (as per notice previously 27 

circulated.)" 28 

 29 

Can we have a proposer?  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy.  And a seconder?  30 

Councillor Daisy Dermot O'Brien.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 31 

 32 

Number 7:  "To consider the disposal of property in the townland of Arklow, County 33 

Wicklow comprised in Folio No. WW1957L County Wicklow being the property 34 
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known as 128 Fernhill, Arklow, County Wicklow by Deed of Transfer to Dermot & 1 

Caroline Ryan, the persons entitled to the leasehold interest in the property. (As per 2 

notice previously circulated.)" 3 

 4 

Do we have a proposer, please?  Councillor Pat Fitzgerald.  Seconded by Pat 5 

Kennedy.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 6 

 7 

Number 8:  "To consider the disposal of property in the townland of Arklow, County 8 

Wicklow comprised in Folio No. W2385L, County Wicklow being the property 9 

known as 32 Liam Mellows, Arklow, County Wicklow by Deed of Transfer to 10 

Nicola Thompson, the person entitled to the leasehold interest in the property. (As 11 

per notice previously circulated.)" 12 

 13 

A proposer?  Councillor Pat Kennedy.  Seconded by Councillor Pat Fitzgerald. 14 

 15 

Number 9:  "To consider the disposal of a restrictive covenant held by Wicklow 16 

County Council on the car park in the townland of Kilmacullagh comprised within 17 

Folio WW2501F being the lands situated adjacent to Druids Well (a public house) on 18 

the east side of Main Street, Newtownmountkennedy, County Wicklow.  The 19 

restricted covenant is to be disposed of to FGS INNS Ltd.  (As per notice previously 20 

circulated.)" 21 

 22 

Can I have a proposer please?  Councillor Gail Dunne.  Seconded by Councillor 23 

Danny Alvey.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)   24 

 25 

Number 10 -- sorry, we have quite a few of these today:  "To consider the disposal of 26 

0.0164Ha or thereabouts in the townland of Delgany, County Wicklow comprised in 27 

Folio No. WW10203F County Wicklow being the property known as 18 Sylvan 28 

Lawn, Kilcoole by disposal resolution to Garrett & Suzanne Mooney, the persons 29 

entitled to the freehold interest in the property. (As per notice previously 30 

circulated.)" 31 

 32 

A proposer?  Councillor Stokes.  Seconded?  Councillor Fortune.  Agreed?  33 

(Agreed.) 34 
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COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  Sorry, a point of order.  I have sent that email on behalf 1 

of Councillor O'Neill for the suspension to Helen.  2 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Thanks for letting us know that. 3 

 4 

Number 11:  "To consider the nomination of two elected members to the Wicklow 5 

County Council Audit Committee and to consider the nomination of three external 6 

members in accordance with the Local Government Reform Act 2014."  7 

MS GALLAGHER:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  So the Local Government Act 8 

provides that each Council must establish an audit committee three months after 9 

polling day.  So the Audit Committee plays a key role in advising the Council on 10 

financial reporting and processes.  So the regulations provide that "nominations for 11 

appointment to an Audit Committee should be made by the Corporate Policy Group 12 

to the local authority following consultation with the Chief Executive."   13 

 14 

So the appointment of the members to an Audit Committee is a reserve function of 15 

the Council, and we need to ensure that there is an equitable balance between men 16 

and women in the membership of the Audit Committee.  Each member of the 17 

committee shall hold the office for a maximum duration of the local authority that 18 

appointed it or for a shorter period, and the chairperson of the Audit Committee 19 

should be elected by its members and should be one of the external members.  And 20 

that's all set down in the regulations and the guidelines that were circulated to the 21 

Elected Members. 22 

 23 

So the following external members whom it is considered to have the relevant 24 

experience and competency to serve on the committee have expressed an interest in 25 

taking on this role, and in putting these nominations to the Elected Members, the 26 

geographic location of the county as well as female and male participation was 27 

considered.  So the proposal is:  Dr Philip Byrne, he's a former senior local 28 

government specialist with the Institute of Public Administration; Michael Sargent, a 29 

chartered account in Blessington; and Ms Emma McKiernan, a chartered accountant 30 

in Wicklow Town.   31 

 32 
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So the matter was considered at the CPG meeting this morning and it was proposed 1 

and seconded agreed that we put these three external nominees to the Elected 2 

Members.   3 

 4 

There's also the requirement for two county councillors to serve on the committee, 5 

again bearing in mind competency and experience and also gender balance.  So the 6 

proposal is Councillor Edward Timmins.  Councillor Timmins participated, was a 7 

member of the Audit Committee over the last term and is considered that there's a 8 

continuity of experience there.  And also Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin.  So an 9 

induction training date has been set for the Audit Committee.  It will take place at the 10 

inaugural meeting, which is scheduled for Wednesday, 9th October in County 11 

Buildings.  So Cathaoirleach, that is the proposal.   12 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Lorraine.  We are looking for a proposer and a 13 

seconder.  So I have Councillor Tom Fortune and seconded by Councillor Aoife 14 

Flynn Kennedy.  Are we agreed on that?  (Agreed.) 15 

MS GALLAGHER:  And that's all five members; the three external and the two 16 

members.  And Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin and Councillor Timmins are 17 

accepting the nominations?  Thank you.   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Before I move on, we have a lot of housework to do today on 19 

the committees.  The committees will be taken en bloc.  So when I look for a 20 

proposer and a seconder it is for the actual full committee like we have just done 21 

there, not going individually per committee.  Does that make sense?   22 

 23 

What I am going to do now is ask Helen to read out Councillor O'Neill's and 24 

Councillor Behan's, and look for a two-thirds majority, and if it is accepted my 25 

suggestion is we put it on straight after the other suspension of standing orders.  Is 26 

that okay?   27 

 28 

So, Helen, do you want to read out what we have received there?   29 

MS PURCELL:  So it is proposed:  "We propose the suspension of standing orders at 30 

today's meeting to discuss the unauthorised development at Kippure Lodge."  And 31 

that's proposed by Councillor Gerry O'Neill and seconded by Councillor Joe Behan.  32 

I am now going to ask if you are in favour of discussing that suspension of standing 33 

orders after half four, after the first one, or if you are against it.  And there is a 34 
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two-thirds majority required to discuss it. 1 

 2 

Councillor Danny Alvey?   3 

COUNCILLOR ALVEY:  Against. 4 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Mark Barry is not present.  Councillor Joe Behan?   5 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  For.   6 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Sylvester Bourke?   7 

COUNCILLOR BOURKE:  Against.  8 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Melanie Corrigan? 9 

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN:  Against.   10 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Avril Cronin? 11 

COUNCILLOR CRONIN:  For.   12 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Erika Doyle? 13 

COUNCILLOR DOYLE:  Against.  14 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Malachaí Duddy?   15 

COUNCILLOR DUDDY:  For.  16 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Gail Dunne is not present.  Councillor Louise 17 

Fenelon Gaskin?   18 

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN:  Against.  19 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Orla Finn?   20 

COUNCILLOR FINN:  For.  21 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Pat Fitzgerald. 22 

COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD:  Against.  23 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy?   24 

COUNCILLOR FLYNN KENNEDY:  Against.  25 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Tom Fortune? 26 

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE:  For.  27 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Patsy Glennon?   28 

COUNCILLOR GLENNON:  Against in the light of what the Chief Executive has 29 

told us.  30 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Pat Kennedy? 31 

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY:  Against.  32 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Shane Langrell?   33 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  Against.  34 
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MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Peir Leonard?   1 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  For.  2 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Jason Mulhall?   3 

COUNCILLOR MULHALL:  For.  4 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Miriam Murphy? 5 

COUNCILLOR MURPHY:  Against.  6 

MS PURCELL:  Councillor Ian Neary?   7 

COUNCILLOR NEARY:  For.  8 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Dermot O'Brien?   9 

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN:  Against.  10 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Paul O'Brien?   11 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Against.  12 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Gerry O'Neill? 13 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  For.  14 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Warren O'Toole?   15 

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE:  For.  16 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Graham Richmond? 17 

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND:  Against.  18 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Lourda Scott?   19 

COUNCILLOR SCOTT:  Against.  20 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor John Snell is not present.  Councillor Peter 21 

Stapleton?   22 

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON:  For.  23 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Stephen Stokes?  Not present.  Councillor Edward 24 

Timmins?   25 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  For.  26 

MS PURCELL:  For.  Councillor Caroline Winstanley?   27 

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY:  Against.   28 

MS PURCELL:  Against.  Councillor Dunne?   29 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  Against.   30 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sorry, Councillor Finn, if you wouldn't mind switching off 31 

your mic.  Thank you.   32 

MS PURCELL:  Twelve for, 17 against, three not present.  As there's not a 33 

two-thirds majority the suspension of standing order is not carried.  34 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Helen.  1 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  That is a pure shame.  A shame on Councillors, who --  2 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Sorry, Councillor O'Neill, that's democracy.  3 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  They should be ashamed.  4 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  We're going to move on.   5 

 6 

Number 12:  "To ratify the appointment of Councillor Pat Fitzgerald (Arklow 7 

Municipal District) to the Corporate Policy Group being the Municipal District is not 8 

represented at the CPG." 9 

 10 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Pat Kennedy.  And a seconder?  11 

Councillor Silvester Bourke.  Are we agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 12 

 13 

Number 13:  "To ratify the appointment of the following 5 Elected Members to the 14 

Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee...."  So we have Councillor 15 

Mark Barry, Councillor Jason Mulhall, Councillor Graham Richmond, Councillor 16 

Joe Behan, and Councillor Sylvester Bourke.  Can I have a proposer, please?  17 

Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy.  And a seconder?  Councillor Caroline Winstanley.  18 

Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you.   19 

 20 

Number 14:  "To ratify the appointment of the following 3 elected members to the 21 

East Coast Regional Drugs Task Force:  Councillor Peir Leonard, Councillor Louise 22 

Fenelon Gaskin, and Councillor Shane Langrell.  " 23 

 24 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Tom Fortune, and seconded by Councillor 25 

Orla Finn.  Agreed?  (Agreed.). 26 

 27 

Number 15:  "To ratify the appointment of the following 8 Elected Members to the 28 

Disability and Inclusion Steering Committee:  Councillor Miriam Murphy, 29 

Councillor Warren O'Toole, Councillor Lourda Scott, Councillor Jason Mulhall, 30 

Councillor Danny Alvey, Councillor Caroline Winstanley, Councillor Melanie 31 

Corrigan, Councillor Malachaí Duddy."   32 

 33 

Do we have too many of them on this?   34 
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MS PURCELL:  Yes, can I just come in on that one?  You will remember from the 1 

annual meeting that there were to be five members but there was such an interest 2 

when it went out to the Municipal Districts that eight names back.  And the 3 

Disability and Inclusion Steering Committee are absolutely delighted with the 4 

interest that has been put forward, and Director Nicholson is happy to accept all eight 5 

members.   6 

MR NICHOLSON:  Yes, I mean, to be honest, we were thrilled that so many 7 

members wanted to join this committee.  On the basis that you all have a lot of 8 

meetings to attend you won't be all able to attend, sometimes it would be difficult to 9 

be in quorum.  So I would be quite happy with the eight if you all agree to go 10 

forward.   11 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  A proposer?  Councillor Snell.  A seconder?  12 

Councillor Jason Mulhall.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 13 

 14 

So:  "To ratify the appointment of Councillor Peir Leonard to Arklow Business 15 

Enterprise Centre."  Councillor Orla Finn proposed.  Seconded by Councillor 16 

Fortune.  Agreed?   17 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  I don't think that is right.  18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Pat Kennedy?   19 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Pat Kennedy.  20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Who did I say?  I was promoting you.   21 

MS O'GORMAN:  You missed item 16.   22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  16.  Sorry, I will go back to 16, and then we will go onto 17.   23 

 24 

"To ratify the appointment of the following five Elected Members to Wicklow 25 

Tourism Alliance"  -- my apologies -- "Councillor Warren O'Toole, Councillor Tom 26 

Fortune, Councillor Patsy Glennon, Councillor Danny Alvey, and Councillor 27 

Melanie Corrigan." 28 

 29 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Caroline Winstanley.  And seconded by 30 

Councillor Pat Kennedy.  Agreed?  (Agreed.). 31 

 32 

Number 17:  "To ratify the appointment of Councillor Pat Kennedy to Arklow 33 

Business Enterprise Centre."   34 
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 1 

Councillor Pat Fitzgerald, proposing, and seconded by Councillor Peir Leonard.  2 

Agreed?  (Agreed.)  My apologies.  Back on track. 3 

 4 

Number 18:  "To ratify the appointment of the following three Elected Members to 5 

the Bray Area Partnership:  Councillor Orla Finn, Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy, 6 

and Councillor Caroline Winstanley."   7 

 8 

Can I have a proposer, please.  Councillor Tom Fortune.  And Councillor Louise 9 

Fenelon Gaskin there for the seconder.  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 10 

 11 

Number 19:  "To ratify the appointment of the following five Elected Members to 12 

the Greystones/Bray Cliff Walk Management Plan Subcommittee:  Councillor Mark 13 

Barry, Councillor Stephen Stokes, Councillor Erika Doyle, Councillor Malachaí 14 

Duddy, and Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy." 15 

 16 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Dermot O'Brien, and seconded by 17 

Councillor Caroline Winstanley.  Thank you. 18 

 19 

Number 20:  "To ratify the appointment of the following two Elected Members to 20 

Greystones Harbour Property DAC:  Councillor Mark Barry and Councillor Tom 21 

Fortune."   22 

 23 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Louise Gaskin.  And seconded?  Aoife 24 

Flynn Kennedy.  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 25 

 26 

Number 21:  "To ratify the appointment of the following two Elected Members to the 27 

Ballynagran Community Liaison committee:  Councillor John Snell and Councillor 28 

Gail Dunne."   29 

 30 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Danny Alvey and Councillor Pat 31 

Fitzgerald.  Are we agreed?  (Agreed.) 32 

 33 
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Number 22:  "To ratify the appointment the following two Elected Members to Bray 1 

Tourism:  Councillor Ian Neary and Councillor Melanie Corrigan." 2 

 3 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor John Snell and Councillor Aoife Flynn 4 

Kennedy for second.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you.   5 

 6 

Number 23:  "To ratify the appointment of the following three Elected Members to 7 

the Bray Harbour Joint Development Committee:  Councillor Erika Doyle, 8 

Councillor Malachaí Duddy, and Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy."  9 

 10 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Ian Neary.  And Councillor Shane 11 

Langrell.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you. 12 

 13 

24:  "To ratify the appointment of the following three Elected Members to the 14 

Special Amenity Area Order for Bray Head:  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy, 15 

Councillor Erika Doyle, Councillor Dermot O'Brien."  16 

 17 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Caroline Winstanley.  A seconder?  Councillor 18 

Louise Fenelon Gaskin.  Thank you.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you.  19 

 20 

25:  "To ratify the appointment of the following two Elected Members to Bray Local 21 

Drugs Task Force:  Councillor Dermot O'Brien and Councillor Ian Neary." 22 

 23 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy.  Councillor Orla 24 

Finn.  Are we agreed?   25 

 26 

26:  "To ratify the appointment of the following four Elected Members to Greystones 27 

Town Twinning Committee:  Councillor Mark Barry, Councillor Louise Fenelon 28 

Gaskin, Councillor Tom Fortune and Councillor Stephen Stokes." 29 

 30 

Can I have a proposer, please?  Councillor John Snell.  Seconded by Councillor Pat 31 

Fitzgerald.  Are we agreed?  (Agreed).  Thank you. 32 

 33 
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Number 27:  "To consider the appointment of the following five Elected Members to 1 

the Wicklow County Council Heritage Forum (1 from each Municipal District):  2 

Councillor Orla Finn, Councillor John Snell, Councillor Peir Leonard, and 3 

Councillor Sylvester Bourke."   4 

 5 

And we have no one from Baltinglass. 6 

MS PURCELL:  Yes.  It hasn't been on the agenda yet for the Baltinglass and Bray 7 

Municipal District meetings.  And just to say there can only be one from each 8 

Municipal District.  There are two proposed there from Arklow.  The committee, 9 

Heritage Forum have advised that they cannot accept an extra member from the MD, 10 

so...   11 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Bourke is withdrawing.  So, Councillor Leonard, 12 

you are happy enough to stay on it?  And we need someone then from Baltinglass 13 

and Bray, is it? 14 

MS PURCELL:  We can put that on the October agenda when it comes back through 15 

the Municipal District.  So for the moment we are going with the three:  Councillor 16 

Finn, Councillor Snell and Councillor Leonard.  If we have a proposer and a 17 

seconder for that.   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I propose that.  And a seconder?  Councillor Dermot O'Brien.   19 

MS PURCELL:  Thank you.  20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 21 

 22 

Okay.  Number 28:  "To consider and adopt Wicklow County Council Strategic 23 

Policy Committee Scheme 2024 - 2029 in accordance with Section 48 of the Local 24 

Government Act 2001, as amended." 25 

 26 

Lorraine, is that yourself?   27 

MS GALLAGHER:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  So there's two parts to this.  One is the 28 

actual scheme itself, which went on public display, and then the second part is the 29 

Elected Members' preferences, and Helen will come in on that just shortly. 30 

 31 

So, Elected Members, you considered the Draft Strategic Policy Committee Scheme 32 

at your meeting held on Monday, 1st July.  The Draft Scheme was prepared having 33 

regard to the revised guidelines for the establishment of SPCs received from the 34 
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Department of Local Government and Heritage in June of this year.  As you know, 1 

six SPCs were approved by you, the Elected Members, at your meeting held on 1st 2 

July last, and chairpersons have been appointed. 3 

 4 

So following consideration of the scheme last July, public notice was given and the 5 

consultation process commenced on the Draft Scheme.  So the Draft Scheme 6 

specifies provisional assignment of sectors to each SPC and the number of Elected 7 

Members and representatives from each sector to the SPC.  So the Council invited 8 

submissions from interested parties in relation to the configuration of the scheme as 9 

well.  Each sector named and each of the individual SPCs were written to, as well as 10 

the PPN, and the scheme was available on the Council's public consultation portal.  11 

Notice was given on the radio, and the scheme was available in all of the Council's 12 

libraries and Municipal Districts' offices. 13 

 14 

Eleven submissions were received, and they are all listed, and all of the 11 15 

submissions were circulated to the Elected Members.  Some very, very good 16 

feedback and some very good considerations.  They're all addressed as they came in, 17 

in red font, so you will be able to see yourself.  As a result of -- I will just read 18 

out -- so the County Wicklow PPN, the Environmental Pillar, the East Wicklow 19 

Business Network Committee, the Irish language submissions, Conradh na Gaeilge, 20 

and three others rowing in underneath that submission, the West Wicklow 21 

Environmental Network, the Wicklow Planning Alliance, the President of the 22 

Wicklow Town and Chamber of Commerce, and then the Construction Industry 23 

Federation. 24 

 25 

So as a result of this consultation process the Draft Scheme has been amended to 26 

include the following.  So a new paragraph has been inserted there on page 12 at 27 

number 5 that "the SPC will consider climate action and climate impacts as part of 28 

any and all policies that form part of its work programme.  All SPCs should consider 29 

climate action as a cross-cutting issue in their work programme."  And yes, of 30 

course, that is true, and it is good to have it written down and inserted there. 31 

 32 

There is a paragraph there is in relation to training:  "As part of the development of a 33 

training programme for Elected Members the Council will include provision for a 34 
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training for all SPC members."  And that too would go without saying but we have 1 

included it in the scheme.   2 

 3 

There's an additional paragraph there for in relation to expenses, for those attendees 4 

who don't have a nominating body that can pay their expenses. 5 

 6 

And then, just in terms of the use of the Irish language, there was a submission from 7 

Conradh na Gaeilge.  It was circulated to all 31 local authorities.  It is rowing under 8 

the Official Languages (Amendment) Act which is now in effect, and it will place a 9 

lot of obligations on local authorities.  So 20% of the Council's advertising must be 10 

in Irish, and we do that and conform with that.  We monitor ourselves.  By 2030, 11 

recruitment target, 20% of the people hired by the Council should be proficient in 12 

both Irish and English.  So that is a wider conversation that is going to happen 13 

throughout the local government sector on how we can reach those obligations.  So 14 

Conradh na Gaeilge are looking for us to establish an Irish language committee 15 

within the local authority as a standalone SPC, and also to include the Irish language 16 

in the objectives of the title of the strategic policy SPC, and establish an Irish 17 

language subcommittee under its jurisdiction.   18 

 19 

So for now, Elected Members, we are including a paragraph which says that the 20 

Council will promote as best as possible the use of the Irish language in the work of 21 

the SPCs.  That's as far as we can reach at this point in time. 22 

 23 

Additional members, as requested, through the public consultation process have been 24 

included in the SPC.  So, for example, the Housing SPC will have an additional 25 

environment conservation rep and a development construction CIF rep; the 26 

Economic Development and Enterprise SPC will have an additional social inclusion 27 

rep; the Community and Social Development, there's no change there; the Transport 28 

Infrastructure and Delivering Emergency Services will have an additional member 29 

from social inclusion; Climate Action and Biodiversity, Environment, Energy, 30 

Marine, Recreation and Amenity, an additional member from the community and 31 

voluntary sector; and the Planning and Rural Development, an additional member 32 

from the community and voluntary sector. 33 

 34 
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So there's some very good recommendations coming in from the PPN and the 1 

Environmental Pillar as to how the SPC do their business, work programmes, et 2 

cetera, et cetera.  So it's not intended to stitch that into the scheme but rather, let each 3 

chair of the SPC and the SPC deal with it as it comes through the workflow of the 4 

SPC, and particularly when they're developing their programmes. 5 

 6 

So the CPG considered it at the meeting this morning and the recommendation is to 7 

adopt the scheme as is presented to you.   8 

 9 

Helen, do you want to come in relation to the Elected Members?   10 

MS PURCELL:  Just to say, the Elected Members were all asked to submit their 11 

preferences as to which one of the six SPCs they wanted to go on and then the 12 

second and third and fourth choices after that.  We've populated a table which has 13 

been circulated to all of you with everybody's first preferences.  There were too 14 

many on the Community and Social Development SPC.  The scheme itself said that 15 

there should be a Chair and five Elected Members, so six Elected Members in total.  16 

Some of the Elected Members have moved to other SPCs.  So you will see in number 17 

2 that's their second preference.  And Councillor Duddy wasn't on the document that 18 

was circulated is now on the Planning and Rural Development SPC.   19 

 20 

So we are a number of members short on four of the SPCs, and we have an extra 21 

member on one of the SPCs.  We didn't take your second preferences and populate it 22 

by that.  You are required to be on one SPC, you can be on two SPCs, but it will 23 

affect your attendance.  So we didn't populate people's second choices because we'd 24 

have far too many members on the SPCs.  So we left it to the meeting today to ask 25 

you all, all those who are present, to put forward proposals in relation to the SPCs 26 

that are short.   27 

 28 

So we're looking for an extra -- if everybody is happy with the SPC that you're on, 29 

and you all got your first preference so I am sort of taking that as a given, but we will 30 

check that with you now, and then we are looking for additional members to put their 31 

names forward.  We are one short on the Housing SPC.  Two short on the Economic 32 

Development and Enterprise Support SPC.  We need to consider if we are happy to 33 

have an additional member, and have a total of seven, on the Community and Social 34 
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Development SPC.  Transportation Infrastructure Delivery and Emergency Services 1 

is perfect.  It has six members:  Chair and five.  Climate Action, Biodiversity, 2 

Environment, Energy, Marine, Recreation and Amenity is one short.  And Planning 3 

and Rural Development is also one Councillor short.  4 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  What I am going to propose now, because we have to 5 

populate them first, is that we might get them populated first and then if anyone has 6 

any questions, because I think a number of Councillors are coming in looking to go 7 

on them.  I was going to do it the other way around but looking at who is coming in I 8 

think we can populate them first, and then if anybody has any questions in terms of 9 

the SPCs I will take them then, if that is fair enough.   10 

 11 

So I will start then with Councillor Shane Langrell.   12 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Yes, my first preference 13 

was Transport and Infrastructure Delivery Emergency Services.  And where there's 14 

one short on the Planning and Rural Development, I will put myself forward for the 15 

Planning and Rural Development, please.  16 

MS PURCELL:  Is that in addition?   17 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  Instead of Transportation.  18 

MS PURCELL:  If you come off Transportation it will be one short.  19 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can you just hold on for a moment, we will populate them 20 

first before you start coming off others?  Is that fair enough?  It just makes our job a 21 

little easier.   22 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  That is fine.  Thank you.  We will come back to you 23 

on it.   24 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor, is this for populating -- okay.  Sorry.  Councillor 25 

Joe Behan.   26 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  I am on the Transport one.  I am happy with that as my 27 

first choice.  I am certainly willing to go on the Housing as a second, if it is 28 

necessary and nobody else wants to do it.   29 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Pat Kennedy.   30 

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY:  I would like to propose Councillor Gail Dunne for the 31 

Housing.  He has indicated to me the other day that he would like to go on the 32 

Housing one.   33 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Well, rather than having a vote, does one of you want to come 1 

off  -- 2 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  I will come off it.  3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Behan is going to come off it.  So we have 4 

Housing now sorted with Councillor Dunne.  That is six.   5 

 6 

Councillor Tom Fortune.   7 

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE:  Yes.  I propose Councillor Leonard for the Economic 8 

Development.  9 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Economic Development.  And you're happy, Councillor 10 

Leonard, to go on two?   11 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Yes.  12 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Can we stick with Economic Development for a start?  Can 13 

we try and populate it?  Don't all rush.  Councillor Peter Stapleton.   14 

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON:  No, I'm rushing ahead.  15 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Are you going to do it for us?   16 

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON:  No, no.  I will go onto Planning and Rural 17 

Development.  18 

MS GALLAGHER:  Just to say, Cathaoirleach, it would be important for Elected 19 

Members to have the voice on the SPCs by numbers, because you want a balance 20 

between external sectors and Elected Members.  21 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  So Councillor Peter Stapleton is Planning and Rural 22 

Development.  That brings that up to six.  Councillor John Snell.   23 

COUNCILLOR SNELL:  Yes.  Cathaoirleach, it is probably more appropriate of the 24 

chairs of the SPCs, the current SPCs, if they would spread themselves a little bit and 25 

go on two SPCs.  26 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  We're leaving that up to the members.  I am not going to --  27 

COUNCILLOR SNELL:  You've six chairs there, I am sure they could --  28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That is an idea floated, but it is up to the members.  So 29 

Councillor Caroline Winstanley.  30 

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY:  I would like to propose Danny Alvey for the 31 

Climate SPC.  32 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Yes.  So that's getting there.  Councillor Louise Fenelon 33 

Gaskin.   34 
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COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN:  I was going to propose Councillor Flynn 1 

Kennedy.  2 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  That is seven then.  3 

MS PURCELL:  Are both Councillor Alvey and Councillor Flynn Kennedy happy to 4 

be nominated?   5 

COUNCILLOR FLYNN KENNEDY:  Let Danny go on it.  6 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  So far we have Housing, Transport and Climate.  7 

MS PURCELL:  We're just short one for Economic Development.  8 

COUNCILLOR FLYNN KENNEDY:  I will do that one. 9 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Okay.  Aoife Flynn Kennedy said she will do that one. 10 

MS PURCELL:  Just to remind you all, this does affect your 80%, so be very 11 

conscious of attending your meetings. 12 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  As promised, I am going to open it up now if anyone wants to 13 

ask any questions of Lorraine.  Then we will go for a proposer and a seconder?  14 

Okay.  And agreed then.  So if anyone -- okay.  Can I have a proposer and seconder 15 

then?  Councillor Gail Dunne, Councillor Pat Fitzgerald.  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank 16 

you very much.   17 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  Sorry, chairman?  You didn't revert to Councillor 18 

Langrell; he made a proposal earlier.   19 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Do you want to still --  20 

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL:  Cathaoirleach, no, it's fine.  I'm happy enough.  21 

Thank you.  22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  It would have made a bit more -- Councillor Langrell, thank 23 

you.  We would have had to go another round again then to populate the one you are 24 

already on.  So it makes sense we can move on now.  With we have a proposer and a 25 

seconder.  26 

MS GALLAGHER:  And that's agreed.  Just to say, members, what will happen now 27 

is that we will go to the external sectors now, and the pillars, and look at their 28 

nominees.  So the first meeting of the SPCs will take place mid- to end of October.  29 

Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Thank you, members.  30 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Lorraine.  We will move onto item number 29:  31 

"To consider and to make, with or without amendment, the County Wicklow Polling 32 

Scheme 2024 in accordance with Section 28 of the Electoral Act 1992."   33 

 34 
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And I believe Rachel Gillespie is going to speak to us on that.  Thank you, Rachel.   1 

MS GILLESPIE:  Thank you very much.  I think Teresa might have a presentation 2 

there.  We will put it up on the screen in a minute.  Anyway I will plough on.   3 

 4 

As you are aware, Section 28 of the Electoral Act 1992 requires the Council to 5 

prepare a scheme dividing the county into polling districts for Dáil, European, Local, 6 

Presidential Election and Referendums.  Only last December we were here with you 7 

in line with the legislation when we reviewed the current polling scheme.  However, 8 

since then the Electoral Act 2023 was signed into law by the President and gave 9 

effect to Boundary Commission's review 2023.  In that review they reflected on the 10 

last census and the requirement that each TD should represent on average 20,000 to 11 

30,000 people.  With a population of 5.1 million, the figure of 174 TDs was 12 

mentioned.  Therefore, each TD representing on average 29,593 people. 13 

 14 

This resulted in Wicklow requiring an entirely new arrangement, with Wicklow now 15 

moving to a four-seater constituency and the creation of a new Wicklow-Wexford 16 

three-seater constituency.   17 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  If anyone is online there, could you mute yourselves, please?  18 

We can hear you.  Thank you. 19 

MS GILLESPIE:  I thought I was raving there.  I just hear it behind me.   20 

 21 

So in advance of today's meeting the Draft Scheme was placed on public display.  22 

Presentation was made at the start of this year to the sitting members of the affected 23 

districts.  The proposals were also shared with Mary Delahanty, the returning offer.  24 

There were no submissions received and there are five polling districts that are split 25 

along the new boundary line.  So I will just go through them in a further bit of detail.  26 

There's lovely line where they've just cut Wicklow in half.  We're going to 27 

concentrate purely on the line there for a moment.  So if you want to move on there, 28 

Teresa, and on again to the next.   29 

 30 

So we're just going to look at these two together, because Aughavannagh and 31 

Askanagap, whilst Aughavannagh is in the Arklow LEA and Baltinglass -- or 32 

Askanagap is in the Baltinglass LEA, they're side-by-side, and they currently, the 33 

231 electors currently vote in Askanagap Hall.  For the purpose of Local Elections 34 
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there would have been two boxes in that station.  There was never any issue with that 1 

obviously because you had one count centre, so all the ballot papers are going back 2 

to the one place.  However now as we will have two new town centres, one in the 3 

Wicklow and one in the new Wicklow/Wexford Constituency, the returning officers 4 

and ourselves are quite -- really want to stay away from having the possibility of 5 

cross-contamination of ballot papers.  So myself and Ann-Marie set on the road, and 6 

we went and identified new places that would be suitable polling places. 7 

 8 

So in this, for the purpose of Aughavannagh, there are 29 electors that fall within the 9 

new Wicklow Constituency, and we propose calling that Aughavannagh North, and 10 

89 electors that fall within the new Wicklow-Wexford Constituency, which will be 11 

Aughavannagh South.  And in Askanagap, 66 electors in the new Wicklow 12 

Constituency, so that would be Askangap North, and 47 within the new 13 

Wicklow-Wexford Constituency which will be Askanagap South.   14 

 15 

We did consider using Askanagap Hall solely or moving electors in the relevant 16 

areas to Kirikee, Knockananna, Rathdangan, Tinahely, Annacurragh.  However, we 17 

were fortunate enough that we located the Ballymanus GAA Hall, and we 18 

approached them, and they have very kindly offered the use of the building.  So our 19 

proposal is that the new polling district of Aughavannagh North and Askanagap 20 

North will use the Ballymanus GAA Hall, pictured at the top right there, and the 21 

Askanagap Hall will be used for electors, the current hall will be used for electors in 22 

Aughavannagh South and Askanagap South.   23 

 24 

As I said, it removes the possibility of cross-contamination of ballot papers.  They 25 

are literally across the road from each other, less than 500 metres anyway.  And so, if 26 

anyone does turn up at the wrong polling station they will be able to easily be 27 

redirected.  There's ample parking, it's level access, and Mary Delahanty has agreed 28 

with that. 29 

 30 

So that is the first two.  Moving on then to Knockananna.  So there's 450 electors in 31 

the polling district of Knockananna in the Baltinglass LEA.  305 electors fall within 32 

the new Wicklow Constituency which we propose calling Knockananna North and 33 

145 fall within the new Wicklow-Wexford Constituency which we propose calling 34 
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Knockananna South.  We considered that Knockananna National School will 1 

continue to be used for the north and Knockananna South will move to Knockananna 2 

Community Hall.  It's a fabulous, fabulous, very large hall, has everything you would 3 

want in a polling station, and they have confirmed their availability to be used as a 4 

polling station. 5 

 6 

Moving on then to Glenmalure, the polling district in the Arklow LEA, currently 7 

vote in Kirikee Hall, 354 electors.  So 147 of them are in the new Wicklow 8 

Constituency and 207 in the Wicklow-Wexford Constituency.  Again we have 9 

identified Ballinacor Community Park as a new polling place.  Very fortunate again 10 

that they have confirmed their willingness to use the building.  So the proposal is to 11 

use the Kirikee Hall for the Wicklow-Wexford Constituency and Ballinacor 12 

Community Park for the Wicklow Constituency.  So that is Glenmalure.   13 

 14 

So Brittas Bay and Wicklow Rural, there's a mere 25 electors.  The line is just, you 15 

can see it comes down there.  So there's 25 electors in the Blackditch and 16 

Knocknaquirk townlands that will be required to move to Glebe National School as 17 

their polling place as they fall within the Wicklow Constituency as opposed to the 18 

rest of Brittas Bay, the 519 of them who are part of the Wicklow-Wexford 19 

Constituency. 20 

 21 

So in addition to that, there are some small changes which have no material effect to 22 

the electors but just because we are reviewing the scheme we want to make small 23 

changes.  The first one there is the amendment of the polling district name of 24 

"Annacurragh" to the full title of "Kilballyowen Annacurragh".  That is at the request 25 

of Mary Delahanty, and it will just mean that the boxes go in the correct alphabetical 26 

order.  Arklow Urban No. 1 polling district will be amalgamated with The Rock and 27 

known as Arklow South with The Rock.  Arklow No. 2 polling district will be 28 

amalgamated with Kilbride and renamed Arklow North with Kilbride.  And then the 29 

creation of two separate polling districts of Bray Central and Bray East.  That is 30 

because the book has gone so large in Bray. 31 

 32 

I will answer any questions now.  I will just remind everyone that the scheme will 33 

not come into effect until the dissolution of the current Dáil.  So if, for any reason, a 34 
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current referendum would be called -- you would know more about that than me 1 

obviously, but if there's any plans to have a referendum before we go for a general 2 

then it will be the current scheme that you adopted in December where this one will 3 

only take effect on the dissolution of the Dáil. 4 

 5 

So any questions.   6 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Rachel, for that.  Thank you for your hard work.  7 

It is really thought through and fair play to you for taking on doing it. 8 

 9 

Councillor Pat Kennedy.   10 

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  First of all, can I congratulate 11 

and thank Ann-Marie and Rachel for all the work they did on this.  I know I would 12 

be pointing out to ye where there was halls you could be availing of and one thing 13 

and another.   14 

 15 

There's two things I want to bring up.  The first thing I want to bring up is:  Is the 16 

electoral division of Knockrath the only split division? 17 

MS GILLESPIE:  No.  There are other, like, Brittas Bay...  There's a good few of 18 

them, Pat.   19 

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY:  There's a good few of them, is there?  Because I think 20 

it was actually something that the electoral commission got wrong.  Splitting 21 

electoral divisions is not fair on people.  It is not fair on people that historically travel 22 

to a polling centre to vote.  It is not fair on the rural communities.  They know who 23 

they're voting for in these communities, or they know the candidates, maybe that's a 24 

better way of putting it.  I disagree with it, and I think they've got it wrong.  I think if 25 

everybody else was in agreement with me I think we should be writing to the 26 

Electoral Commission because that should be reversed at some stage in the future.  It 27 

won't be reversed in this election, but it should be reversed at some stage in the 28 

future.  I have looked at this in detail and I am happy to propose it, but I know other 29 

people want to come in first, but I am happy to propose it, to go ahead as put forward 30 

in front of us by yourself, Rachel, thank you.  31 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Any other Councillors like to come in there? 32 

Can we have a seconder please?  Councillor Patsy Glennon. 33 

MS GILLESPIE:  Excellent.  Thank you.  34 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you, Rachel.  Okay.   1 

 2 

We're going to move on now to item number 30:  "To consider and adopt the 3 

Wicklow County Council Road Traffic Special Speed Limit By-laws 2023 in 4 

accordance with the Road Traffic Act 2024."   5 

 6 

Joe Lane, I believe you are taking that.   7 

MR LANE:  This is an amendment to the Wicklow County Council's by-laws to 8 

reflect the national policy in change of the speed limits from 80 kilometres to 60 9 

kilometres in rural and local roads.    10 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Joe.  Are we happy enough?  We need a proposer 11 

and seconder then.  Proposed, Councillor Pat Kennedy.  Councillor Erika Doyle.  12 

Agreed?  (Agreed.)  Thank you.   13 

 14 

Number 31:  "To consider the preparation of Wicklow County Council Corporate 15 

Plan 2024-2029 in accordance with Section 134 of the Local Government Act 2021, 16 

as amended." 17 

 18 

Lorraine.   19 

MS GALLAGHER:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  And again this matter was considered 20 

by the Corporate Policy Group at their meeting this morning.  So post the June Local 21 

Elections, local authorities are obliged to prepare a strategic, a corporate plan to be 22 

adopted within six months of the annual meeting of the new Council.  So we are on a 23 

tight timeframe in relation to the preparation of this plan to bring us up to December. 24 

 25 

So the plan itself will serve as the Council's strategic framework over the duration of 26 

the plan, which is five years.  It's been prepared on an inclusive basis with an 27 

organisational-wide strategic approach.  It will involve consultation with staff and 28 

other external stakeholders within the Council and it will include consulting formally 29 

with the Corporate Policy Group, which we commenced this morning, The Strategic 30 

Policy Committees now that they have been put in place, the Local Community 31 

Development Committee, external stakeholders, such as the Public Participation 32 

Network, representatives groups, social partners at local level, the community 33 

voluntary and environmental interests, and other public bodies operating locally.  34 
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Stakeholder consultation will encompass various activities with the local authority 1 

concerned, including activities relating to the functions of the Municipal District 2 

members for each Municipal District. 3 

 4 

So again, the early involvement of Elected Members in the preparation of this plan is 5 

key because it is important to harness the Elected Members' knowledge and various 6 

fields of experience, et cetera.  Four overarching themes have been identified:  Place, 7 

planet and people.  So an overarching group has been -- a working group has been 8 

put in place to coordinate the process in developing both the key strategic themes, 9 

the strategic objectives and the mission statement and core values.  So there's a lot to 10 

be done in relation to the preparation of this plan.  They have to comply with 11 

strategic plans influencing local government activities, policy developments, 12 

corporate governance, risk, risk management, service level agreements, the annual 13 

service delivery plan.  There is a huge role for NOAC, the National Oversight Audit 14 

Committee.  That plays a huge part in both reviewing and monitoring the 15 

performance indicators for local authorities.  There's the whole area of climate action 16 

and energy efficiency and the directives that flow from there, Age Friendly Ireland, 17 

public sector human rights duty and also our flexibility to adapt and change over the 18 

next five years. 19 

 20 

So we have started the process and there's a draft consultation document that is 21 

circulated to ye.  It outlines the proposed contents of the plan, which is done in 22 

accordance with the guidelines that have come down from the Department.  It sets 23 

out the statutory context, how we're going to prepare it and our key themes.  So we 24 

have reached out to our staff in the very early stages, you know, to review our vision, 25 

our core values, our mission statement, to actively protect the planet, promoting 26 

wellbeing and quality of life for all people and to make Wicklow the best place to 27 

live, work, visit and grow older. 28 

 29 

So in implementing the plan we will have regard to the core values which will 30 

underpin our operation and services, and they're all outlined within the consultation 31 

development.  Our strategic themes have been developed.  And for each strategic 32 

theme there are a number of supporting objectives.  They're all outlined there, and 33 

they all flow within the themes of the plan. 34 
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 1 

So what we're proposing now is to start the wider consultation process proper in 2 

relation to Wicklow County Council:  Our corporate plan, who we are, our themes, 3 

our core values and our objectives over the next five years.  We will go out to wide 4 

public consultation, to all of the agencies, all our stakeholders, you as Elected 5 

Members, our strategic policy committees and the wider public in general.  We put it 6 

on your Public Consultation Hub.  We develop a questionnaire as we did in the last 7 

five years.  You know, some key questions.  What the people of County Wicklow 8 

and the wider people want us to focus on over the next five years.  We will take the 9 

opportunity to ask the community what we are doing well, what we could do better, 10 

areas like that.   11 

 12 

As I say, it is a tight framework.  We will consult with the Elected Members all the 13 

along the way.  We have a bit of work to do internally on our key strategic goals, but 14 

we will work on those as a work in progress.   15 

 16 

Thanks, Cathaoirleach.   17 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Councillor Behan.   18 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  Yes.  Thanks, Cathaoirleach, and thanks to Lorraine and 19 

to everybody involved in the work leading up to today and the work that is going to 20 

have to be done.   21 

 22 

As Lorraine has said, we have an opportunity at the start now to make an input.  23 

And, it's called a corporate plan.  We're not a business.  We're a democratically 24 

elected institution.  And to my mind one of the core themes that should be there at 25 

the very beginning is democracy.  We're here because of democracy.  We're not here 26 

because of shareholders.  We're not the -- the 32 members are elected to represent the 27 

people of the county.  And in everything that we do in this corporate plan we should 28 

remember it's only because we have been elected by the people to represent them in 29 

this democratically-elected body.   30 

 31 

So I'm really asking, how do we include the word "democracy" and the will of the 32 

people in the overarching themes that we are setting ourselves?  Because otherwise, 33 

we're basically just a business.  We're not.  We're unique.  We're different.  We're the 34 
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only now statutory elected-by-the-people body in the county.  A big responsibility.  1 

And I think one of our biggest responsibilities is to ensure that in all our decisions 2 

we reflect the role we have as representatives of the people.   3 

 4 

So I would just ask that somehow that particular concept is included in whatever 5 

plan we finally adopt.  Thank you.   6 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Do you want to answer that first and 7 

then I can come back?   8 

MS GALLAGHER:  Oh yes, I think that is very important.  That rests nicely under 9 

our core values, definitely, the democracy element of it.  If that is okay Councillor, 10 

we will put it in there.  11 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Councillor Dermot O'Brien.   12 

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  And thanks for the 13 

document.  It is really important stuff I think.  Well, I think the level of importance 14 

that it can have in many ways is up to all of us because I think a plan like this should 15 

be collectively owned and if it's collectively owned -- and even to build on what 16 

Councillor Behan is saying -- the word "democracy" should be in there, but the 17 

practice of democracy should be at the bedrock of how we do the process.  And it is 18 

fascinating to see all of the indicative list of strategies and plans that influence local 19 

government activities.  And there's, like, three or four pages of -- and I hope that they 20 

are not barriers to us developing the nuance that will make the plan ours in Wicklow.  21 

And then even as we zoom into Wicklow, each area in Wicklow, that the people in 22 

those areas also see themselves in the plan and see that their contribution to it has 23 

meaning, has merit and will be seen at plan is rolled out.  So I think there is a huge 24 

opportunity every term when we develop a plan like this, but I think we should really 25 

be committed to zooming in as much as we can and encouraging and facilitating 26 

people.  And that is not just the work of staff and officials, it is the work of elected 27 

reps as well.  28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Edward Timmins.   29 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  Just to take up those points.  One thing we should do is, 30 

if this is going to be a serious document rather than something that's produced, I 31 

don't know, every five or six years and just put on a shelf, is that we review it every 32 

year and we monitor the progress, how we are progressing on all these objectives. 33 

 34 
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The other elephant in the room here is our powers are so limited in what we can do.  1 

You can talk about infrastructure, different things, planning, et cetera, and 2 

Councillors powers have been diminished considerably.  So, it is very aspirational, 3 

and it is a great document, and I encourage it, but they're the two points I would like 4 

to make about it.   5 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Peir Leonard.   6 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Yes.  Just two things.  Maybe it would be a good idea 7 

to bring it to the sing committee under the LDCD, the Social Inclusion Network 8 

Group, and they might enable it to kind of go out to the wider audience and more a 9 

grass-roots thing.  But I think the thing that I have noticed in my lifetime over the 10 

last 20 years is just the diminishing services, you know, of on-the-ground service of 11 

the Council.  So I think the service plan is really, really important.  Because, like, 12 

putting -- the day-to-day service, and people on the ground providing services in 13 

each town and district, and including our green spaces and our whole environment 14 

around us, is just so important, you know.  Everybody is affected when that's not 15 

right, and I think proper investment in that needs to be at the core of this because I 16 

think it is something that is affecting all of our Municipal Districts.  And we can't do 17 

anything about the environment without the people on the ground and those services 18 

there, so that needs to be really at the heart of everything.  19 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  I don't see any more speakers.  20 

Lorraine, do you want to come in before I look for a proposer and a seconder?   21 

COUNCILLOR MURPHY:  Sorry, Chair, I had my hand up.  22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I beg your pardon.  You're online.  Sorry.  Go ahead 23 

Miriam -- Councillor Murphy.   24 

COUNCILLOR MURPHY:  Yes, I think it is a huge depth of a document but 25 

looking for consultation and use of the public sometimes worries me because in the 26 

sense of I think the public -- when they put time into it, you know giving their view 27 

or whatever there is no, probably resources to impose the improvement of that and 28 

people will say, oh, nothing will be done and that's what upsets me.  As Councillor 29 

Behan said, we as 32 Councillors have been elected to speak on behalf of the public, 30 

the public trust us to present their problems to the Wicklow County Council.  And 31 

again, we are very frustrated ourselves and again it's lack of funding is a result of 32 

(inaudible) into funding of community aspects.  And I mean we can put what we like 33 

on paper, but with the results and the opinions of us as Councillors and the public, 34 
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where will it go after that?  And as Councillor Timmins said, the review every year, 1 

will tick the box "yes" we done that or "no" we didn't do that because of funding.  I 2 

think it is very important and it really needs to be answered properly.  3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor, for that contribution.  Councillor 4 

Erika Doyle.   5 

COUNCILLOR DOYLE:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  Very briefly.  I wasn't around for 6 

the introduction of this in the last term, so just a very quick question.  Am I right in 7 

thinking that the input of the staff in the Council is just as important if not more 8 

important than the input of the elected reps?  I mean, maybe we think of ourselves as 9 

being the centre of the world here, but we're 32, whereas there's an awful lot more 10 

staff members who would be very well placed to speak about particularly the pillars 11 

that Lorraine spoke about there.  So I presume staff are encouraged to contribute and 12 

input as much as possible on something like this; is that correct?  Thank you.   13 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Lorraine.   14 

MS GALLAGHER:  Just to say, first of all, just in relation to the corporate plan, it is 15 

a higher-level overarching strategic document, and it comprises two parts.  So the 16 

first part sets out our vision, our core values, our strategic objectives, where we see 17 

ourselves over the next five years.  Part two of it then is the whole area of the 18 

baseline data, where we get into the nitty-gritty of what we're going to do and how 19 

we're going to measure ourselves.  And there is a role for the Elected Members in 20 

terms of reviewing, monitoring and implementing this plan.  So annually you're 21 

obliged as a Council, you will be presented with an annual service delivery plan and 22 

that is intrinsically linked to the goals of the corporate plan, and you have a role there 23 

in monitoring the performance.  So yes, definitely, the monitor and review.   24 

 25 

Just to say too, that while this is an overarching strategic plan for the Council there 26 

are other plans and policy documents.  So say, for example, the recently adopted 27 

Local Economic and Community Plan, it went through a very, very complex 28 

consultation process with communities.  So this plan has to align itself with the Local 29 

Economic and Community Plan, the Climate Action Plan, the County Development 30 

Plan, all of our other plans and strategies.  But I just want to stress that it is an 31 

overarching higher level strategic document.   32 

 33 
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We can certainly circulate it or get the views of Social Inclusion Network, that would 1 

be good, and any other network, if the Elected Members have any other suggestions 2 

that they'd like the plan to be sent to, outside of our portal.   3 

 4 

Staff.  Yes, staff input is hugely important.  We've commenced the process, we've 5 

put our core values, our mission statement out to the staff as well and the staff have 6 

come back.  In developing the objectives, each directorate will liaise, will consult 7 

with, work with their teams, within their own departments and their Municipal 8 

Districts to get input into all of that.  So it is a very wide consultative process.  9 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Lorraine.  So we're looking for a proposer and 10 

seconder so this can go to public display.  11 

MS GALLAGHER:  Just to start the next stage of the process.  12 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Proposer?  Councillor Dermot O'Brien.  Seconder?  13 

Councillor Erika Doyle.  Agreed?  (Agreed.) 14 

 15 

Can I stop there for a second and thank you for your patience.  That was a lot to get 16 

through, to populate the different committees, so thank you for your patience on that.   17 

 18 

We're now going to move onto item number 32:  "To consider the Chief Executive's 19 

Monthly Management Report for August '24." 20 

 21 

Can I just say before we kick off, I don't want to be accused of censorship here 22 

because it is not, but can we do our best to stick to three minutes, please, so everyone 23 

gets their say?  Because I don't want people leaving here frustrated that they didn't 24 

get their say, and I never want to hear again the Chief Executive say will you email 25 

in your questions.  I would like to have the Chief Executive here to answer your 26 

questions here.  I will be reminding members when they get to the three minutes.  I 27 

won't cut you off but just have a bit of respect for your colleagues here, that everyone 28 

gets to speak, and everyone gets to ask their question in person in the chamber. 29 

 30 

Without further ado, Councillor Edward Timmins.   31 

COUNCILLOR TIMMINS:  Thanks, Chairman.  I will just be one minute.  Two 32 

questions.  One is just in relation to the Kippure issue which Councillor O'Neill 33 

raised earlier; can I ask one question in relation to that:  Was a Section 5 exemption 34 
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application made to Wicklow County Council?  If it is possible to have that 1 

answered.  And secondly, Baltinglass RRDF Town Centre, we got funding almost 2 

five years ago now.  Chief Executive, I know that you have shown great commitment 3 

to moving this project on since you first came on board.  Work did commence in 4 

February.  But we're still struggling to make the necessary progress.  In particular 5 

there is some logjams with the consultants with all due respect to them that I believe 6 

is slowing up work.  Great work has been done on the parking of the town, but the 7 

town centre is not moving like it should be.  And I would urge the Chief Executive to 8 

take this on board and perhaps meet with the relevant outside consultants to expedite 9 

this because it is a big concern to me.  10 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  I am going to take them in order of three.  Councillor Gail 11 

Dunne.   12 

COUNCILLOR DUNNE:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  I have been harping on for the 13 

last number of months and number of years over a pumping station in Wicklow, 14 

down the Morrough, across from the Leitrim Lounge.  The smells coming out of that 15 

have been unbelievably bad.  This has been going on for a long time.  We tried to 16 

talk to Irish Water, Veolia, and basically they're coming back and saying to us that 17 

there's nothing wrong.  Now last week I walked five days on the Morrough and the 18 

five days I was there, there was an awful smell coming out of it.  We've had 19 

problems with filters and that before.  I am asking Wicklow County Council, the 20 

residents down there last week in the good weather could not go outside, couldn't 21 

open their windows or nothing, and the residents there in Urban Villas all 22 

surrounding areas, I have been talking to a number of different agencies, they get it 23 

as well.  So I am asking Wicklow County Council to do something about this.  24 

Because the bottom line here is it's not fair on our citizens in Wicklow Town to be 25 

going through this week in, week out and not be listened to by EPA, by Veolia, by 26 

Irish Water.  This town is in our county, and I really feel something has to be done.  27 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  I agree with you because I got the 28 

same report as well.  Councillor Joe we Behan -- sorry, Councillor Stephen Stokes.   29 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  Go raibh math agat, Cathaoirleach.  Just a couple of 30 

things, Cathaoirleach.  I just wanted to ask in relation to the Chief Executive's 31 

Report, the housing figures, the number of people that are on the housing list, it 32 

seems to have disappeared from the Chief Executive's Report from the previous.  33 

And unless I am just not seeing it, maybe I can be directed to the correct page.  And 34 
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also the arrears, I am wondering what the arrears are, because that used to be on the 1 

Chief Executive's report as well and I'm not seeing that either. 2 

 3 

Actually similar to what Councillor Gail Dunne has just raised, we've got quite a 4 

serious issue of discharge into the Three Trout River in Delgany.  It's something that 5 

the Delgany Community Council are quite concerned about.  There is a strong smell 6 

of sewerage even as of yesterday.  There seems to be discharge into the Three Trout 7 

River.  I wonder if Wicklow County Council is aware of it?  I have been liaising with 8 

them, other Councillors have been.  I want to see are we liaising with them, not only 9 

as Councillor Dunne has said for Wicklow Town, but also for other areas of the 10 

county.  It is quite a serious issue. 11 

 12 

Finally, I wanted to ask in relation to the Charlesland dual carriageway, now I know 13 

it was raised recently at the district level, in relation to the upgrade of five new 14 

roundabouts, I believe there is an investment of 1.2 million planned and I wanted to 15 

press the urgency on that.  I want to see where we're at and how hard we're pushing 16 

it, because I think we're going to go out to tender rather than have our own workers 17 

do the work.  I think it is important that we keep that on the agenda of Wicklow 18 

County Council.   19 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you to the three Councillors for keeping on time.   20 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members. 21 

 22 

Councillor Timmins, a Section 5 planning exemption was applied for by the group at 23 

Kippure and was refused by this local authority.  It is my understanding that they 24 

have since appealed to An Bord Pleanála.  It is currently with An Bord Pleanála for 25 

determination.  But this Council refused the exemption.   26 

 27 

I take fully on board your comments in relation to the RRDF.  We have in the last 28 

week or so gotten drawings and plans from the consultants, very much delayed.  The 29 

team are now considering those.  You know we have had a change of staff in the 30 

Town Centre First Officer, and we've recently received funding through the 31 

Department of Rural and Community Development for a capital implementation 32 

team to purposefully see out RRDF projects so I am hoping that will hopefully 33 

accelerate projects.  But our staff have met with consultants, and we are keeping that 34 
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sense of urgency with them.  It hasn't been good enough to date.  I am hoping for a 1 

significant improvement from that point of view. 2 

 3 

Councillor Dunne, the pumping station, the wastewater, I will ask maybe Brian to 4 

come in and comment on that for you. 5 

 6 

And Councillor Stokes, Michael might comment on the housing figures and arrears 7 

figures.  Three Trouts, we are aware of that, and we have discussing with the EPA 8 

about enforcement and what needs to happen next there.   9 

 10 

Going to Brian first, then Michael. 11 

MR GLEESON:  In relation to the point made by Councillor Dunne, I know this was 12 

brought up at the most recent Wicklow Municipal District meeting and our district 13 

engineer looked into it and got the same response as Councillor Dunne did.  But I 14 

will take it on board, and I will make communication directly with Uisce Éireann, 15 

and if I have to go to the Chief Executive, Niall Gleeson, on it to flag the issue I will.  16 

But we will get to the bottom of that because regardless of what they are saying the 17 

smell is the smell and we can't deny that, and they can't deny it.  Look, we'll get to 18 

the bottom of it, Councillor Dunne. 19 

 20 

Was that housing rents arrears you were asking about?   21 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  Yes.  Rent arrears.  I didn't see it now, maybe --  22 

MR GLEESON:  It's always in the finance section at the back.  23 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Do you want to turn your mic on?   24 

MR NICHOLSON:  Sorry, Councillor Stokes, for some reason we didn't include 25 

those figures this month.  I don't know why.  I will find out.  It is an error.   26 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  They were missing for July as well. 27 

MR NICHOLSON:  I will send out a separate report to all the members showing the 28 

current arrears and current housing list.  29 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  Just to clarify very quickly, it is important because when 30 

people approach us about support for housing we can say, look, there's a very long 31 

list, here's the numbers. 32 

MR NICHOLSON:  It wasn't deliberate.  It was just a mistake.  33 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.  Councillor Behan?  Your time starts now.   34 
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COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  I will be as quick as I can.  First of all, members may or 1 

may not be aware of the fact there was a very important monument destroyed in 2 

Castle Street in Bray there during the summer, the 1798 celebration monument, 3 

which actually was put in place by Wicklow County Council and Bray Town 4 

Council at the time.  I'm not sure whether it was vandalised, or somebody crashed 5 

into it.  It's been removed completely.  I just want to express the complete dismay of 6 

many people who worked in a voluntary capacity from the local historical society 7 

and the general community to see that the 1798 celebrations were undertaken in a 8 

meaningful way.  And the former County Manager was very involved in that project, 9 

and we had the Tour de France coming to Bray at that particular time.  I want to 10 

know what is the situation with that memorial?  Is it going to be reinstated?  Because 11 

I think it should. 12 

 13 

Going onto the points about Irish Water.  I have had my own dealings with Irish 14 

Water in the last couple of months and I have to say very unsatisfactory in terms of 15 

how they're dealing with their customers, our constituents and us as public 16 

representatives.  I feel there's been a marked change in their attitude since they've 17 

basically separated from the local authority.  We still had a link with them when they 18 

were part of this particular service.  It was kind of a joint service on an agency basis.  19 

But in fact I think now they have become very dismissive of us as councillors and of 20 

the general public.  I would ask the Chief Executive to raise this with Irish Water; 21 

their particular attitude to our representations and how they deal with us but also to 22 

their customers.  Because we've lost something in that particular move in my book. 23 

 24 

The next point is I want to welcome publicly the decision by An Bord Pleanála to 25 

uphold our policy which was in the last county development plan to forbid the 26 

selling of individual apartments to investment funds.  And it was great to see that in 27 

two recent decisions that policy has been upheld.  I want to thank, I know a member 28 

of the staff, the planning staff in particular, had some consultation or work with An 29 

Bord Pleanála before that decision was made, the initial decision on Dell.  But what 30 

does concern me is that the An Bord Pleanála inspector actually recommended 31 

taking out the condition.  So the full-time planning inspector recommended in the 32 

Dell development that our policy be removed.  But the board overruled the inspector.  33 

It doesn't always happen and very often it happens in the other way.  But I think it 34 
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undermines the importance from our point of view that we have applications like this 1 

in the future that we're very, very robust (a) in ensuring that the policy is included in 2 

our decisions, which it has been in fairness, but also, if it's challenged that we're very 3 

robust in defending the policy.  I have asked for that before and I certainly welcome 4 

the fact that we got the right decision on the last two cases. 5 

 6 

I am disappointed that something else is missing from the Chief Executive's Report 7 

here today, and that is even mention of the largest housing development site in Bray, 8 

which is Rehills land which we had earmarked for a combination of affordable 9 

housing and social housing.  Not alone has there been no work done on if, it's now 10 

fallen off the agenda.  It's even fallen out of the Chief Executive's Report, which 11 

indicates to me that as an organisation we don't care anymore, we have given up, we 12 

have lost the battle, and we don't want to know about it.  It's not good enough as far 13 

as people in Bray are concerned, and I would like the Chief Executive to address that 14 

issue. 15 

 16 

Finally, very, very briefly -- 17 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You're up to four minutes now.  18 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  I am timing myself.  I am 3:54.  But I am nearly finished. 19 

 20 

The Old Fassaroe lands, I asked that a letter be sent to the Taoiseach looking for 21 

government support for us to purchase that land.  Part of it since, according to the 22 

public realm, has already been sold to a developer.  It doesn't negate the point I made 23 

on the last occasion.  Can I ask the Chief Executive, was the letter sent and was a 24 

reply received from the Taoiseach?   25 

 26 

And finally, the noise mitigation measures at the houses in Kilmacanogue at the 27 

parallel road, is there any development on when those mitigation measures are going 28 

to be put in place?   29 

 30 

Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  31 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.   32 

COUNCILLOR SCOTT:  I have a number of issues to raise here, I hope you won't 33 

be too strict with me as it is only the second time I have spoken today.   34 
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 1 

I want to echo Councillor Stoke's comment on the Pathfinders scheme in Greystones.  2 

It was disappointing to have to wait this long to see the upgrade of the Charlesland 3 

dual carriage.  But I also note in the Chief Executive's report it states that phase three 4 

of this scheme is still with the NTA, and I was just wondering when will we receive 5 

response back from the NTA around that, and are we at risk of losing the money if 6 

this isn't spent by the end of the year?   7 

 8 

I have a similar question regarding the Part 8 scheme in Killincarrig.  That scheme, 9 

we have been waiting for quite some time to progress.  The Part 8 was passed 10 

previously and had to go back to the public and be put in front of the member again 11 

due to lack of staff, staffing issues in the Council and progressing it.  I am wondering 12 

where we are on that, as again it has been a number of months since that Part 8 was 13 

passed. 14 

 15 

The second question I wanted to raise was:  It's been asked of me if the Council can 16 

assist with regard to delays around the tender of the new coast guard building in 17 

Greystones, and I believe that the OPW has met with the Council with regards to 18 

clearing the site but there's been no sort of further advancement after that, and there's 19 

a delay for some reason and I am not sure what it is.  I appreciate there's a number of 20 

stakeholders involved, but if there is anything that the Council can do to inform me 21 

here today or to accelerate movement on that it would be greatly appreciated.   22 

 23 

The other question I had on the report was:  I note that the Community Recognition 24 

Fund from 2023, it was stated on page 12 of the report estimated completion quarter 25 

3, and as Greystones was lucky enough to be awarded some of that money for 26 

upgrades of Burnaby Park I just wanted to know when are the works due to start in 27 

Greystones and is there a commitment that they will be finished by the end of 28 

December, which is end of quarter 3?  And again this is money that has been 29 

allocated to our area that we haven't yet seen spend, and we are very anxious to see 30 

that being spent soon. 31 

 32 

Nearly coming to the end.  I just want to comment on page 39 under the climate 33 

section, delighted to see that the Council is joining a service level agreement 34 
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regarding alternative uses use of glyphosate.  That is a really proactive approach, and 1 

I thought it is important to highlight that here.  It is really great to see.  And it would 2 

be great to see that information coming back to our MDs regarding management of 3 

the wider districts, and I would ask that when the information is available that a 4 

presentation of the findings be shared at district level when they're available.  I think 5 

that will be really useful for everyone. 6 

 7 

The other question then that I have -- two more, nearly there.   8 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You're nearly there three minutes.  Keep going.   9 

COUNCILLOR SCOTT:  Regarding the CPO process on the Bray/Greystones Cliff 10 

Walk, I see it is noted on page 54 that this is likely to be finalised before the end of 11 

2025.  I suppose, as you know, we have been raising this tirelessly at our Greystones 12 

meetings, I am sure it is the same on the Bray end, and I know despite best efforts by 13 

the Council there's been very slow progress on it, but can I take it from the date that 14 

some actual progress has been made or is that something we can hold you to?  If 15 

there are any updates on that at all I would appreciate that. 16 

 17 

Finally, I want to touch on the pollution of the Three Trout stream, which I know has 18 

been mentioned, but I have to echo the frustration of dealing with Irish Water.  19 

Regardless of Irish Water saying that everything has been resolved and the EPA is 20 

looking into it there's still a smell of sewerage coming from that stream, which is a 21 

very important ecological watercourse in our area, and it has been noted in several 22 

strategic documents from the Council as being an area of biodiversity importance.  23 

So again, I would ask that the Council would contact Irish Water to really urgently 24 

look into this, ask about their incident management plan, ask if they knew of the 25 

sewerage being in the stream before they took action.  Because it was noted by 26 

residents of discharge and a smell in the area before Irish Water engaged.  So I 27 

would appreciate a push from Council on that.  Thank you.  28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Leonard.   29 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  I have just a couple of things, some environmental 30 

ones first.  I was looking for an update actually on the pollution in the Aughrim 31 

River.  It was polluted there recently, and I know there was investigation works 32 

going on to see was the water and the water quality all right for its surrounding, and 33 

surrounding wells and stuff like that.  So an update on that.   34 
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 1 

In Ennereilly Beach.  I have harped on about Ennereilly Beach for the last few years.  2 

There's a huge problem with access.  A barrier needs to go up.  There's people 3 

camping on it and destroying the whole beach.  I have been trying to contact the 4 

owner.  There's a small car park there and it's filled with camper vans every night 5 

and it is prohibiting people that want to go down and walk onto the beach with their 6 

family just for an hour or two, and it just needs to be looked at.  The owner of the 7 

site needs to be identified that owns the car park there and just discussions to liaise 8 

with them for something to happen there because it's just -- the ecology and 9 

everything on the beach is being destroyed with vehicles going onto the beach. 10 

 11 

Then just in relation to the URDF funding in Arklow and the vacant buildings that 12 

are being purchased, just some more details on that.  And just to say again, I know I 13 

raised it a couple of times when the new Chief Executive arrived, that it's imperative 14 

that the local councillors are involved in any decisions with regard to these buildings 15 

and what they're going to be, and once they CPO them and acquire them what is the 16 

future of them and what is going to happen to them.  Are they going to be sold on as 17 

one lot, or will they will be developed?  Is there a possibility we look at extra 18 

parking in the town centre and community space as part of them before any decision 19 

is made?  Thanks.   20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Chief Executive.   21 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members.   22 

 23 

Councillor Behan, I will ask Lorraine maybe to comment on the monument, the 1798 24 

monument, and the destruction of that.   25 

 26 

I absolutely will bring the queries and frustration of the members with Uisce Eireann 27 

to Uisce Eireann.  It is not good enough.  Public reps deserve still to be answered.  28 

The fact they have separated from us, they are still a State body, and they still are 29 

answerable to the public and the constituents.  So I will certainly raise that.  I have 30 

not issue with that at all.   31 

 32 

Joe might come in on the Rehills land presently.  It has certainly not gone off our 33 

agenda.  The fact it is not in the report, Joe can comment on that.   34 
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 1 

The Fassaroe lands, yes, we did write to the Taoiseach and Minister Donnelly.  2 

Minister Donnelly rang me a week after the meeting asking me what he could do to 3 

help in that space.  So we are very keen on development in Fassaroe.  It is a hugely 4 

important strategic site for the county.  You're right, my understanding is that some 5 

of the lands has changed ownership in the meantime.  We have written, I don't think 6 

we have had any response from the Taoiseach's office as set.  But Minister Donnelly 7 

did ring and is very keen to help.   8 

 9 

Noise mitigation measures, I will get to Joe on that.   10 

 11 

Councillor Scott, the Pathfinders scheme is still with the NTA.  It is interesting, the 12 

NTA have written to the Council offering to come and visit with us and I think the 13 

CPG this morning approved that we extend an invitation to the NTA to attend our 14 

October meeting.  I think it is to talk about the greater Dublin scheme but there will 15 

be plenty of opportunity to put questions to the members at that point.   16 

 17 

The Part 8, I will ask Joe to comment on.   18 

 19 

Teresa might be able to give an update on the coast guard building.  I know there 20 

was conversations last week about it.   21 

 22 

Michael will talk about the Community Recognition Fund.   23 

 24 

The CPO for the cliff walk, yes, we are making progress on it.  It does require a 25 

concerted effort.  Both MDs have been extremely passionate and extremely helpful 26 

in their work on it, but it is broader than I suppose just this local authority.  It 27 

involves, you know we would like the OPW to be involved, we would like the 28 

National Parks and Wildlife Services and Fáilte Ireland to be involved in it, because 29 

it is a tourism site of national importance as well it is as it being an amenity for the 30 

local population.  We are working on that, and we are going to put together a 31 

stakeholder meeting of other agencies as well with ourselves to formulate a strategy 32 

so that we can make the best use in a sustainable way of that space. 33 

 34 
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Councillor Leonard, Aughrim River pollution, Teresa again might be able to give 1 

you an update on that and on the beach access, the car park.  The URDF and the 2 

vacant building purchase, yes, I suppose a small scheme was announced to allow 3 

local authorities the CPO buildings under dereliction, I suppose the purpose of which 4 

would be to put them, to revitalise town centres.  That is the whole idea behind them.  5 

We are certainly not looking to flip them.  You know, we are not property 6 

developers.  The Town Regeneration Officer will be talking to members about the 7 

sites purchased in Arklow and the development plan around that.  I would certainly 8 

be in favour of a community facility in Arklow.  It is certainly a deficit.  Car parking 9 

is another question altogether.   10 

 11 

So I might pass to my colleagues now.  I might go to Teresa first and then Joe and 12 

then Brian -- sorry, Michael.  Apologies.   13 

MS O'BRIEN:  Okay.  With regard to the coast guard station, I just recently got 14 

involved with that and I have been in contact with the OPW, with Sisk and with all 15 

the relevant players, and I am hoping to have positive news on timelines regarding 16 

that within the next week.   17 

 18 

With regard to Aughrim, the EPA are in charge of that investigation of the fish kill 19 

following a spill of chemical at an EPA-licensed site in Aughrim.  The "Caution - do 20 

not use" notices that were issued to a number of private dwellings close to the river, 21 

these have now been withdrawn following clear sample results and there have been 22 

no further reports of fish kills or anything like that, but we are keeping it on or radar.  23 

And the third -- that's Aughrim.  The other one was the coast guard and Aughrim.  24 

Ennereilly Beach.  Yes, we are not aware of -- we have never got any reports of any 25 

issues with parking or access, but we will look into it now that you have brought it to 26 

our attention and see what the story is, who owns the entrance.  I will get someone to 27 

have a look at that and we will come back to you on that one.   28 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  I am happy to work with them.  I can probably help 29 

them.   30 

MR LANE:  Yes, as I indicated, we're talking about Rehills in Bray, this is a 31 

challenging site.  We put it forward as a PPP scheme under the Public Private 32 

Partnership.  There was governance they undertook on the public expenditure; they 33 

undertook an evaluation of it, and they found it challenging.  It was in excess of 34 
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between 500,000 and 600,000 units and decided not to progress it.  We will be 1 

discussing it, and we are trying to, with the department, do our own costings, but 2 

with the limited design and bearing in mind those challenges we have other schemes 3 

ahead of it.  We are prioritising other schemes around the county, and these include 4 

Kilcoole, Carrigoona in Bray, (inaudible) Phase Three in Wicklow, the Arklow 5 

Tinahask Scheme, Hawkinstown, Blessington, Mountain View, Barndarrig, 6 

Rockbrea House, which has now gone ahead of you because it is more buildable we 7 

think, and Ashford.  So it is on our radar, but within the context of there are others 8 

that have to be looked at and it is a challenging site with the cost of the bridge, and 9 

nobody is putting up the money on the cost of the bridge, and that alone negates the 10 

free cost of the land.  On the -- and that hasn't changed.  So that hasn't changed since 11 

April or May.   12 

 13 

The Kilmacanogue noise barrier.  We are currently awaiting costs on those. 14 

 15 

Greystones.  No.  There is no danger on the funding of the Greystones scheme.  And 16 

on the Killincarrig project, it is being progressed.  Consultants are progressing the 17 

detailed design of the scheme and works are expected in quarter 4 this year.   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Joe.  Michael.   19 

MR NICHOLSON:  In relation to the Community Recognition Fund, yes, the good 20 

news is that all the projects with the exception of Greystones are almost complete 21 

and the ones that aren't complete are almost complete.  The one that has been slowed 22 

up is the Greystones one.  And while we haven't done work on the ground in 23 

Greystones, we have done an awful lot of preparatory work.  We are very confident.  24 

We have to spend the money by the end of this year anyway or we lose it, so it will 25 

be spent by the end of this year.  We had hoped that it would all be spent by the end 26 

of the quarter, which you rightly say is the end of this month.  I will get you an actual 27 

date of when the work is due to start.  It is due to start very, very soon.  28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Gerry O'Neill.  29 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  I think there's a fair few 30 

Councillors that have been involved at least in the west part of the county about the 31 

concerns of the building of a kind of a white elephant.  It never took off I think.  This 32 

is a building in Stratford, Stratford-on-Slaney.  And going back to seven year ago the 33 

old community hall was closed up and Scallywags were the people who took over, 34 
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whoever Scallywags were.  Anyway it left the people in the area without a 1 

community hall.  And Scallywags is a centre for -- a pre-school centre now I believe.  2 

But anyway seven year ago the building was started as such.  There was over 3 

500,000 of public money gone into this new development.  It's a cafe and it is to be a 4 

cafe, and it is to be a centre for the people of Stratford-on-Slaney.  Just about a year 5 

and a half ago I raised this at a Municipal District meeting, and I didn't get a reply as 6 

such but I'm asking here again that there's a lot of people in the Bridgelawn/Stratford 7 

area very concerned that after seven year this building with so much money with 8 

public funding is still -- the doors are closed.  There's great concern in the area.  In 9 

actual fact, there's no meetings allowed, there's no community gatherings.  There was 10 

meetings by the way.  There was two Fianna Fáil meetings in the building prior to 11 

the local election.  But apart from the two Fianna Fáil meetings there's no meetings 12 

whatsoever in this building.  So what I would be looking for is an urgent report on 13 

what is the situation in Stratford bridge.  It's not right that seven years on we're over 14 

half million of people's money been spent and they still don't have the facility in the 15 

town.  So I would really like a reply to that sometime soon.  I mightn't actually get it 16 

today in fairness because maybe the staff mightn't be up to date on it, but hopefully 17 

we'll get some move on that soon. 18 

 19 

Could I also just -- just number 2, getting back to Kippure Lodge there, if I could ask 20 

our CEO, you know, is she aware, I think the whole country is aware now, in West 21 

Wicklow that there's been a massive percolation and septic tank gone into this 22 

building without any planning.  There's great concern.  This is only 100 yards from 23 

the River Liffey which feeds the whole of Dublin with drinking water.  Again I 24 

would like to express my disappointment that 17 Councillors in here are not 25 

concerned about this.  26 

 27 

And the third and last point I ask, and I raised it here before is about the Avonree.  28 

The Avonree is a building in the town, it is owned by the same people who own 29 

Kippure Lodge.  I thought it was sorted out some time ago, but you have to pay 30 

actually to park in there and the parking, where you pay is actually on an old 31 

right-of-way.  So the local people, the people who know the town of Blessington, the 32 

people who know Avonree and that area, know quite well that under no 33 

circumstances do they pay to access the lake through a right-of-way.  This crowd, the 34 
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people who own the Avonree and Kippure Lodge, they're making huge money.  I 1 

think that should be addressed.  I raised that several year ago in the chamber, but it is 2 

still there and it wrong.   3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Orla Finn.   4 

COUNCILLOR FINN:  I would like to say that O'Neill was my name before I got 5 

married.  I was having a flashback.   6 

 7 

My question touches a little bit on what has already gone ahead from some of the 8 

Greystones Councillors, but mine really relates very specifically to the sewage 9 

pumping station in Delgany and its ability to cope with the ever-increasing number 10 

of houses in our area and the growing population.  As far as I'm aware that sewage 11 

station was probably built well over 20 years ago and, you know, just due to the fact 12 

of the increasing population, as I said, I am concerned about its ability to cope with 13 

the demands on it today in this date, at the moment.  So basically I am asking 14 

Wicklow County Council if they would please ask Irish Water to carry out a review 15 

of this pumping station and a review of the pipeline.  16 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you.   17 

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  I have three 18 

items.  The first one, two relating to housing.  The first one, it says in the housing 19 

report about, and again I really appreciate the kind of uncomfortable truth telling that 20 

sits in the report in terms of the challenge of getting contractors to carry out refurb.  I 21 

would like to comment around how, and maybe it is something for the Housing SPC 22 

when it convenes, and it must be very frustrating for the Director and the team, 23 

because we see that it is a problem and it is in front of us, and we see the impact of 24 

that being a problem, but I think we should really commit ourselves to finding 25 

dynamic solutions.  I know that even in the previous term we had community wealth 26 

building as a way of trying to operate dynamically within the county and see 27 

what -- you know, look at, explore the options of who's available to maybe take on 28 

work rather than just sticking to a model where we have a set of contractors and 29 

they're the only ones who get the offers or get the options.  So maybe to expand how 30 

we look at that and how we do that work.  Similarly, social enterprise opportunities 31 

where people can be earning a living and contributing to their community.  But just 32 

broadly to say that I appreciate the honesty of it, but I think we must, we really must 33 
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face the challenge of that.  Because all of us Councillors are talking to people every 1 

day who are waiting. 2 

 3 

The second one is relation to vacant homes, and it is really interesting to see the stark 4 

contrast between the 4,320 vacant houses in County Wicklow by contrast to the 140 5 

of ours that are vacant.  And it is just a question around, again I can imagine how 6 

frustrating that might be for us as providers, but do we have any role or 7 

responsibility in terms of the vacant homes across the county that are not Wicklow 8 

County Council units?   9 

 10 

And then the final one, Cathaoirleach, relates to town teams.  And it is interesting to 11 

see.  I know that in Bray that we're diligently working our way through the option 12 

and exploring a town team for Bray, but I see in the report it says there are four new 13 

town teams on the way, and I am just fascinated - there's one in Newtown, 14 

Rathdrum, and Baltinglass - and I am curious around how they were initiated.  Were 15 

they initiated by the Municipal District, the relevant MD?  Were they established by 16 

the MD?  I would love to get any information around the rationale for that which 17 

might inform our process.  Thanks very much.   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Chief Executive.   19 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members.  Michael 20 

might come in on the community hall, Councillor O'Neill, I'm not familiar with it.  21 

My understanding is that there is existing planning permission for community 22 

wastewater plan and some repairs were carried out on that, to the estate in Kippure.  23 

That's my understanding on it.  If that's not correct or there's other views on that 24 

certainly we will investigate any reports we get on that.   25 

 26 

Again on the Avonree, my understanding is that there is a private car park.  If there is 27 

a public right-of-way that is identified and mapped, we can certainly look at that.  28 

We will take that away and come back to you with a report on that.   29 

 30 

Councillor Finn, yes, the pump station in Delgany, we will certainly raise that as part 31 

of the issues that we're going to raise with Uisce Eireann.  It will be a lengthy letter 32 

to them I do believe.   33 

 34 
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Councillor O'Brien, in relation to vacant homes, yes, we do have a role in vacant 1 

properties.  We do have a Vacant Homes Officer, and their role is to identify sites 2 

throughout the county and then look to see is there a possibility to bring them back 3 

into stock.  They will work very much in tandem with our Town Regeneration 4 

Officer, again around the uplifting of the towns and rural villages.  They don't have 5 

to be towns and villages, but if there are sites let us know, and we will investigate 6 

them.   7 

 8 

Town teams, I will pass to Sorcha on that.   9 

MS WALSH:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Thank you, Chief Executive.  With 10 

respect to the other town teams being established, funding has been allocated to start 11 

the process of establishing town teams.  So the town teams haven't yet actually been 12 

established.  So a process is literally only starting in the last week or two to start 13 

looking at who the parties are, who the stakeholders are and putting together 14 

meetings in the towns to see how the people of the town want to go about 15 

establishing their own town teams.  So it is at the very earliest possible stage.  I can 16 

get you more detail on that from the Town Regeneration Officer in due course.  17 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  You might circulate that to all of us.  18 

MS WALSH:  Absolutely. 19 

MR NICHOLSON:  Just two queries.  I'm not completely up to date with the 20 

community hall issue in Stratford, Councillor, but I will find out for you.  I do know 21 

they got funding, that may be the 500,000 you're referring to, I'm not sure.  But I will 22 

get you an urgent report on that and send it out to you.  I'm alarmed to see that it 23 

hasn't been used and can't be used for that hall.  As you rightly say, it has been used 24 

down through the years by lots of groups.  I will find out for you. 25 

 26 

Councillor O'Brien, it is very frustrating.  It is a boom time for contractors, and it is 27 

very hard to get them to do relatively small jobs when they are engaged in much 28 

more lucrative jobs.  We're also caught with procurement; we have to go through 29 

rules and tendering.  And of course prices have gone through the roof as you won't 30 

be surprised to hear.  It is frustrating for us.  We are using framework agreements 31 

which can often speed up the process because it quickens up the whole procurement, 32 

people already on the list pre-approved at the start of the year, but we will keep it 33 

under review.  It is frustrating.  It is frustrating getting the contractors.  It is 34 
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frustrating getting the prices with a tight budget per unit.  But we will keep it under 1 

control as best we can.  That's all we can do, is do our best and keep going.  But it is 2 

hard to get contact at the moment unfortunately  3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Miriam Murphy.  4 

COUNCILLOR MURPHY:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  I have just three or four 5 

quick things.  Just an update, if possible, on the Shillelagh greenway, and also an 6 

update on Arklow Pottery Museum funding.  Also if memory serves me right I think 7 

before we broke up earlier in the year there was talk about the representatives in 8 

Arklow being upgraded and re -- I can't think of the word there -- repurposed, and I 9 

am just wondering would it be a possibility to consider having disability in that. 10 

 11 

I think the person who has given a lot of time over the years to tourism in Wicklow 12 

is Gerard O'Brien who has (inaudible) to the Wicklow Town, and you know we're 13 

very lucky.  I would just like to acknowledge that the work that Gerard and his 14 

family put into Woodenbridge over the years, and I certainly would like to welcome 15 

the new owners, the two brothers, their names escape me at the moment.  I would 16 

like to propose that a letter be sent to the Woodenbridge, because I think we have a 17 

beautiful area here, they're very important in our area.  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.   18 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Silvester Bourke.   19 

COUNCILLOR BOURKE:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  I just want to raise a couple 20 

of issues.  There was flash flooding on the Harbour Road in Arklow.  I had residents 21 

complaining to me that they're worried either the drains haven't been cleared there or 22 

there's a problem with the Irish Water facility because they're also getting a smell of 23 

sewerage in the last couple of days.  I am wondering if that could be checked out, 24 

please, at a high level while you're talking to Irish Water.   25 

 26 

Also I had some constituents complaining to me about the vacant property grant that 27 

they applied for, spent a lot of money on putting in, getting planning and engineers 28 

reports but then refused the grant because there was a second habitable property on 29 

the same folio, and it seems to have caught them out and there's no mention of this in 30 

the fine print but when they sent them the final letter they were refused it.  I think it 31 

is a bit unfair that people could get caught like that.  I think it should be highlighted 32 

to other prospective applicants because it takes two years to actually split a folio 33 

apparently, to sell a separate folio, so it's not a simple matter to rectify and it's 34 
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something that we should be making people aware of before they make an 1 

application and spend a lot of money getting an application in here.   2 

 3 

And also other people are quite frustrated with the lack of access to the septic tank 4 

grant that was announced last year with fanfare, but very few people can actually 5 

avail of it because you have to be selected by the Council for inspection before you 6 

qualify for that.  Could that be looked at in the future?   7 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Jason Mulhall.   8 

COUNCILLOR MULHALL:  Thank you.  The first thing is probably as Councillor 9 

O'Neill mentioned Kippure.  It is a very sensitive issue in the Blessington area.  And 10 

notwithstanding that there are ongoing proceedings I think it does need to be 11 

progressed along and, you know, it will help restore confidence in the system as well 12 

once we move this along. 13 

 14 

The second thing is, as Councillor O'Neill mentioned, and I think some of the other 15 

reps have been approached about Stratford-on-Slaney and the community hall.  16 

Again refurbished going back as far as 2017 but the community still have no 17 

community hall, no community shop, and no community base.  I think there needs to 18 

be some investigation just to see what is going on and get some clarity.   19 

 20 

Then the last point is just around the RRDF in Blessington.  So it was approved back 21 

in 2021, and so we're almost three years later, and it is moving but it is moving very 22 

slowly.  So I think we need to progress those.  And maybe, you know, with more 23 

engagement with the TRO we can help move these things on. 24 

 25 

My final question was:  There was recently a TCF €50,000 announced for 26 

Blessington in the last week, I just want to get some clarity on what that actually 27 

covered because depending on what made a statement on it, it seemed to cover 28 

different things.  Just a bit of clarity on that one.  Thank you.   29 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Chief Executive. 30 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, members.  I will ask Joe to comment on the 31 

Greenway Arklow to Shillelagh.  And on the pottery museum, I know we had been 32 

looking at that previously, at acquiring that site.  I will have to come back to you 33 

with an update on that.   34 
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 1 

The leisure centre in Arklow is part of an application under the large-scale sports 2 

infrastructure fund to refurb and repurpose it.  We haven't heard yet from the 3 

department on what projects have been successful, but we would be hopeful on that.   4 

 5 

And in relation to the Woodenbridge Hotel, Councillor Murphy, yes, I suppose we 6 

can channel that back through the MD and ask them to formally write to the new 7 

owners and invite them to a MD meeting if that is what the members want to do 8 

there.  It's a very important piece of our tourism heritage in Wicklow and we 9 

certainly welcome the new owners. 10 

 11 

Councillor Bourke, around the flash flooding in Arklow we will look into that.  That 12 

is of concern.  I will have a chat with the team later on about that. 13 

 14 

The folio issues, yes, we can certainly probably do better in that space.  I will have a 15 

look around a process in that around potential applicants just to make them aware of 16 

pitfalls, I suppose, if there are multiple properties on a folio and how that might be 17 

used from a planning point of view. 18 

 19 

The septic tank grant.  We don't have, I suppose, the scope to change the scheme.  It 20 

is how it was handed down from the government unfortunately.  We will certainly 21 

feedback your commentary on it.  I mean for us to identify and inspect a tank and 22 

then say, yes, now you can apply for a grant seems to be backwards, you know what 23 

I mean.  If somebody knows they have an issue with their tank it would be far more 24 

fruitful if they applied and we say yes, you do have an issue.  We will make those 25 

points known to the relevant officials in the department around that. 26 

 27 

Councillor Mulhall, in relation to Kippure, matters are progressing.  As I said, there 28 

has been enforcement action, and it is progressing.   29 

 30 

Michael is going to look into the Stratford-on-Slaney community hall piece and 31 

come back to the members with a report on that, either directly to the MD, probably 32 

that would be the most fruitful way to do that.   33 

 34 
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And on the RRDF announcement for Blessington, I don't think if Sorcha has the 1 

detail of that.  Do you?  My understanding is it is for the Market Square and it is to 2 

do a feasibility study for it.  That is my understanding.  I will come back with 3 

detailed information to the members on that  4 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Joe.   5 

MR LANE:  The greenway, yes, we are close to finalising the preferred route.  That 6 

will go to public consultation shortly.   7 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Joe.  Councillor Patsy Glennon.   8 

COUNCILLOR GLENNON:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  First I would like to thank 9 

the Chief Executive for engaging with Dublin Bus with respect to the 65 and we've 10 

had some progress in that area, and I thank you for your input there, and others who 11 

were obviously involved also, but it is good to see some progress on it.  We have still 12 

a very inadequate public transport system that whole side of the county that needs 13 

serious addressing.   14 

 15 

I am pleased to see that the Hollywood natural play area is funded but it is not going 16 

to be there until October 2025.  I wonder could that be brought forward somewhat?  17 

It is the only village that hasn't got a play area that I'm aware of in West Wicklow.   18 

 19 

Third, Mountain View which Joe has already touched on, but I had people this 20 

morning asking me what is the dates for progressing that and moving it forward from 21 

people who are awaiting to be accommodated there.  22 

 23 

You've touched on the Section 5 being refused by you in respect of the -- or by the 24 

Council in respect of Kippure, and that it is now under appeal to the board, so I don't 25 

want to go there.   26 

 27 

Traffic calming is supposed to start on the N81, and the bus stops are due to start, 28 

and there is also supposed to be a park and right project being progressed by the 29 

Council.  I note in the report there's no progress to date in respect of the park and 30 

ride.  I wonder could that be advanced.   31 

 32 

And my two colleagues, both Edward Timmins and Jason, have mentioned RRDF 33 

funds in respect of Baltinglass and Blessington.  That needs to be addressed.  The 34 
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Baltinglass one is a scandal at this stage.  And I know you have tried your best, but it 1 

needs to be advanced.   2 

 3 

And in respect to the comments one of my colleagues made about the 17 Councillors 4 

who voted against this motion in respect of Kippure it just shows a total lack of 5 

understanding of process, and he just doesn't understand process to make a comment 6 

like that.  I am sure my colleagues that voted the way they did were mindful of the 7 

advice that you'd given in the chamber.  Thank you.  8 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  What colleagues?   9 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Tom Fortune.   10 

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Chief Executive, I didn't 11 

get a chance to read your report on this occasion because through error and bits and 12 

pieces I didn't get a chance to read it, but I have a couple of things I want to 13 

highlight. 14 

 15 

I am getting the impression in recent times that the NTA now are starting to work 16 

through the active retirement section in the Council on projects that are -- if that's the 17 

correct term for them, but certainly the engineers now are referring it back to the 18 

body here in Wicklow.  I'm thinking of Killincarrig, for example.  I wouldn't mind 19 

getting some clarification on that. 20 

 21 

The other point I would like to raise is the disgraceful situation gone on now for 22 

years on the way into Kilcoole with the footpath.  I know there are issues but there is 23 

absolutely no excuse in the wide earthly world why it still remains the way it is.  And 24 

somebody should make, in my opinion, a mature decision to get the footpath done 25 

and if need be to leave the gap in front of the house in question.  But it just seems 26 

nothing is being done.  At the moment there's major work going on on the same road, 27 

there's a trench dug all along the road.  The road, it's been replaced with tarmacadam.  28 

It looks terrible.  The road will need to be resurfaced properly when that work is 29 

done in my opinion.  The footpath situation, someone down here needs to grab hold 30 

of it and make it happen at this stage it's ridiculous. 31 

 32 

There's four lights on the way into the village that the ESB have continued to ignore 33 

for years.  We talked earlier about Irish Water.  We had the same problems with the 34 
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light maintenance.  It's just becoming impossible for us as a public rep to try and do 1 

your work with the barriers put in front of us. 2 

 3 

And my last comment, when I heard Kilcoole being mentioned on a town team 4 

programme I nearly fell out of my chair.  I mean I don't know what the hell that's all 5 

about.  We have a town team in Kilcoole since 1999.  A proper board of directors.  A 6 

charitable status.  Have done a load of work around the village.  Are currently 7 

involved in serious project in completing the community centre.  The people that sit 8 

on it come from all the different groups across the community.  So I don't know in 9 

why God's holy name we want to come into Kilcoole and mess that up.  So I would 10 

like to talk to you personally on that one before any mad decision is made.   11 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin.   12 

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Most of my 13 

issues have been raised by the other Councillors so I'm not going to go into them 14 

again but just to reiterate that that sewerage problem with Three Trout and 15 

Charlesland should be escalated because it is a major issue, and just to say that I have 16 

a huge frustration in Greystones and Kilcoole with general footpath maintenance.  17 

There is not a day that goes by where that is not brought up to me.  I have a huge 18 

frustration.  It needs huge attention I think by the Council.  I would like to see that 19 

happen.   20 

 21 

Again for Irish Water, the same.  I don't know whether it might be a silly thing to 22 

ask, but maybe just like here there would be a phone contact that we could have as a 23 

number that we can get directly though to would make it a lot easier rather than 24 

pressing number 1 and pressing number 2 and then you're getting nowhere, that 25 

would make it a lot easier.  And again thanks to the CEO for a comprehensive report.  26 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Chief Executive.   27 

MS O'GORMAN:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members. 28 

 29 

Councillor Glennon, in relation to Dublin Bus, look slowly, slowly.  There's a lot 30 

more to be done, I suppose, in terms of public transport services in West Wicklow.  31 

That's absolutely a given.  I will certainly look at the natural play in Hollywood and 32 

see if we can advance the timeline on that.  It seems a long way off.  And Joe might 33 

comment on Mountain View.  On the N81 and the park and ride, I would agree, the 34 
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RRDF, it is scandalous at this stage.  When I started in this role in, March 12 months 1 

ago, it was all set to get going and it hasn't.  We have had meetings with the 2 

consultants concerned.  Now it is about activation.  We have finally gotten the full 3 

set of drawings and plans from them.  Our engineering teams are going through 4 

them.  There may be some amendments to them but then we have to activate it, so I 5 

am very, very strongly committed to making that happen in Baltinglass.  I think it's 6 

gone on far too long.  And then Blessington, again, comes straightforward because it 7 

is hugely, hugely important to the lifeblood of Blessington that the Town Centre 8 

First and the RRDF funding gets moving on those areas. 9 

 10 

Councillor Fortune, I will certainly look at the footpath in Kilcoole.  And the NTA, 11 

your comments are noted.  As I said, members have an opportunity to discuss 12 

various issues with the NTA at our October meeting.  In relation to town teams, I 13 

could be wrong on this, but my understanding is that funding was allocated by the 14 

Department of Rural Community Development, that is my understanding, around 15 

different counties, but I will come back to you on and have a chat with you about it.  16 

Absolutely no problem  17 

 18 

Councillor Fenelon Gaskin, footpath repairs, yes.  This has come up in the chamber 19 

numerous times around repair and maintenance of footpaths, and Brian will probably 20 

talk you through it as part of the budget process.  There is a dedicated phone number 21 

for Elected Members for Uisce Eireann.  We will make sure that is circulated to 22 

everybody.  Now I don't know if they answer it.   23 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  And an email. 24 

MS O'GORMAN:  And an email.  There is a dedicated phone number.  We will get 25 

that circulated to all the members.   26 

MR LANE:  On Mountain View, I am not quite sure if the tender has been submitted 27 

or what stage we're at on the tender process.  Normally the programme is attached to 28 

the tender process, once we get the tender in.  I should have that.  I'm not a hundred 29 

percent sure what stage the tender process is at, at the moment.   30 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Joe.  That concludes the Chief Executive's Report 31 

and thank you for working with me.  We're on time.  So can I just go to item number 32 

33:  To receive a presentation from the Civil Defence.  I would like to welcome 33 

Michael Carroll and Edel Mullen.  34 
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Mr Carroll:  Cathaoirleach, Chief Executive, Elected Members, ladies and 1 

gentlemen.  Perfect, brilliant.  I suppose am only here for ten minutes today, just to 2 

put Civil Defence back into the limelight and kind of for the newly Elected Members 3 

here of the Council, just a refresher for everybody to remember who we are and what 4 

we do. 5 

 6 

I suppose the Civil Defence is who we are and we're kind of jointly funded and 7 

supported by two bodies:  We've yourselves here in Wicklow County Council and 8 

also the Department of Defence.  So there's a 70/30 split between the Department of 9 

Defence and the local authority.  Our policy document that we're working towards at 10 

the moment is developed there and it's called Towards 2030, and that sets out our 11 

guidelines for the Civil Defence and our activities that we complete for 2030.   12 

 13 

We have 48 active members at the moment.  We're currently doing a recruitment 14 

campaign with the intent to take on an additional ten volunteers.  That's hoping to 15 

kick off now at the end of September.  Our Civil Defence Training Centre, for people 16 

familiar with Greystones, we're tucked in there, you wouldn't even see us if we're 17 

driving past, but we're right beside Aldi, on the Mill Road in Greystones.  We also 18 

have a unit based out a Baltinglass area and we're looking to find a more permanent 19 

home for them at the moment and we're working on different options.  But our main 20 

training centre where all our training takes place is based out of the training centre at 21 

the Mill Road, Greystones. 22 

 23 

Who calls the Civil Defence?  Some of the names thrown up there, An Garda 24 

Síochána, Wicklow Fire Service, the Coast Guard, National Ambulance Service, any 25 

of the principal response agencies or any other of the voluntary emergency services, 26 

they are the guys that would request our assistance.  I suppose Civil Defence assists 27 

any of those.  We're a standalone statutory body with about nationally three and a 28 

half thousand volunteers nationally.  So again at any one point any of these services 29 

could call in for our assistance. 30 

 31 

So what do we do?  These services can call us in.  In our Towards 2030 document 32 

there we have five core areas that we're working there:  We've got search and rescue, 33 

we would be requested by An Garda Síochána; we have emergency response, which 34 
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is mainly requested in by the likes the Fire Service or the Coast Guard; we have 1 

Radiation Monitoring, which is a service that has been around since the Civil 2 

Defence was set up in 1951.  Radiation monitoring, as scary as it sounds, it is not as 3 

scary as it sounds.  We would collect samples in conjunction with the EPA and 4 

deliver them to EPA.  Again we are collectors, and we test for the radiation particles 5 

on these samples, not in any particular areas, but again it is to establish a baseline 6 

that in the event of any fallout we would have a baseline knowing what our grasses 7 

and soils and grains would have had naturally beforehand to have a baseline. 8 

 9 

Community support.  We also do First Aid.  So again, we provide First Aid cover for 10 

an awful lot of events.  You probably see us out and about, assisting with the Local 11 

Sport Partnership here.  We also do local events, the likes of assisting with the 12 

Wicklow Hospice.  We assist, we do an awful lot of national events as well.  Again 13 

our guys are highly trained by in-house structures.  We train up to the evidence of 14 

EMT, which is emergency medical technician, and everything subsequently below 15 

that. 16 

 17 

Some of the events you might see us on throughout the years.  Again, we cover some 18 

large-scale events, which is important for our guys to get the experience of dealing 19 

with volumes of people, high volumes of patients as such.  Only recently there we 20 

had volunteers assisting with the Fleadh Cheoil in Wexford where we had over 210 21 

casualties treated by Civil Defence volunteers over the week's festivities.  We also 22 

transported, out of those, 51 people to Wexford ED for emergency care.  Without the 23 

support of the Civil Defence and volunteers those events would struggle to go ahead.  24 

It is important to outline that. 25 

 26 

Search and rescue kind of speaks for itself.  Again the Civil Defence assists in 27 

missing persons searches, assisting with the likes of mountain rescues, Irish Coast 28 

Guard and primarily it is called out by An Garda Síochána. 29 

 30 

Over 9,000 people annually go missing and are reported missing in Ireland.  That 31 

was a statistic from 2022.  So again the importance of having a service that's, one, 32 

voluntary-based, because to have a service and to call upon the resources of An 33 

Garda Síochána to try and conduct all these searches, it just wouldn't be feasible.  34 
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Again those 9,000 missing persons are risk assessed by An Garda Síochána, who 1 

then would categorise them as different scale of missing persons.  Where we tend to 2 

get brought in on the likes of known as a despondent; so someone who would 3 

intentionally be going missing is where we specialise.  We don't do mountain rescue, 4 

like would be typical of a broken leg on the top of Bray Head, that is the expertise of 5 

Mountain Rescue.  Where we are is missing persons who have intentionally gone 6 

missing. 7 

 8 

Some of the services that we provide, again we have a vast array of services in 9 

search and in missing persons.  We provide all our own communications network.  10 

We have K9 cadaver dogs trained that are a national asset.  So again, regardless of 11 

where it is required, the dog units would be mobilised either locally or nationally.  12 

But again these services can be called upon at any stage 24/7. 13 

 14 

Likewise, so again recently enough, as I said, our services are a national services, our 15 

guys were called upon to travel to County Clare, off the Cliffs of Moher, where we 16 

have specialist equipment, we have state of the art drone technology, highly trained 17 

skilled personnel to be able to deliver these services, and it just goes to show the 18 

level of commitment that volunteers have for their community and extended 19 

community, and also the organisation with the willingness and commitment to get up 20 

early and take time off work sometimes to travel to be able to bring closure to 21 

somebody's family. 22 

 23 

Like I said earlier on, we assist in response.  We assist the fire services in terms of 24 

adverse weather.  If there is flooding events that they are overcome or overwhelmed, 25 

our guys are there to assist with them.  Also to provide welfare facilities for them as 26 

well.  Only this year we had the kind of snow that snuck up on us all, our volunteers 27 

spent nearly the whole weekend up in the Sally's Gap with stranded tourists going 28 

missing up there which then causes a chain reaction with some one person getting 29 

stuck on the side of Sally's Gap then becomes 90 people, once 90 people become 30 

stuck on the Gap it becomes an issue for An Garda Síochána who are overstretched.  31 

We have a variety of vehicles with all the equipment required to assist and recover 32 

and assist the Gardaí recovering people from such places. 33 

 34 
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We kind of do a little bit of everything.  So again, like, assisting the fire service our 1 

guys are trained in water as well.  So we have flood responders trained to be able to 2 

enter floodwater should the need arise where you might have to cross or evacuate 3 

people from their residents.  The guys are highly trained.  And again we train up our 4 

internal instructors who deliver this training across many different skill sets, so 5 

between life jackets, people understanding and operating life jackets to actually 6 

being able to commit to the water and being able to rescue people. 7 

 8 

A new piece of equipment brought to Wicklow there in conjunction with Wicklow 9 

County Council and the Department of Defence last year was a new boat which also 10 

helped to assist with our sonar operations.  You can see the presentation there which 11 

is just a picture that's encapsulated there.  That's a bicycle, and that's what sonar 12 

image looks like when you take a picture underneath the water.  This is what we are 13 

looking at when we are out in the water.  So again, it's quite important when we're 14 

dealing with missing persons because generally missing persons we're dealing with 15 

are despondents who entered water unintentionally and the unfortunate outcome that 16 

we are recovering them from out of the water and identifying areas for Gardaí divers 17 

to dive. 18 

 19 

A big part of what we do is community assistance.  You can see there captured by 20 

Darkness Into Light.  This isn't only a necessity for the community it is also a great 21 

feel-good factor for our guys.  Without our assistance an awful lot of commune 22 

events wouldn't have the ability to go ahead because the Civil Defence provides such 23 

a required skill set, medical cover or even just providing safety cover.  These smaller 24 

size events wouldn't have the resources to be able to commit to their events.  25 

Likewise again small community events, good feel-good factors for our guys.  It also 26 

helps us raise awareness at these events when they see Civil Defence Jeeps and 27 

people in uniform, it gets them out and talking to us.  It also helps with our 28 

recruitment then, because people say I saw you at or I saw you in Greystones.  It is 29 

important for us guys to communicate that message across to take on new guys.   30 

 31 

A big part is temporary and emergency shelters.  That was one of the biggest ones 32 

we did back in Arklow Rec Centre.  Like again at the drop of a hat you could have 33 

50 volunteers or 20 volunteers, or whatever the availability is, within two hours drop 34 
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everything and run to the aid of the community.  So again it just shows you the level 1 

of commitment that these guys and girls have. 2 

 3 

Incident support truck.  Again one of our biggest assets to what we do is having the 4 

ability to be able to support any type of incident that you could think of.  And that's 5 

how come we're so versatile.  We are not just solely a first aid or search and rescue.  6 

We have the ability to respond to and assist with any incident.  And again any 7 

protracted incident that has taken on a period of time we have the ability to provide 8 

on-site welfare for major fires, wild land fires or any other mass casualty incidents or 9 

stuff like that.  It is one of our biggest assets that we have there. 10 

 11 

As I said earlier on there about our role with the EPA.  So nationally, again it's a 12 

national exercise that that's held and sometimes twice a year to collect this data, 13 

collect the samples, collect all the figures, and be able to report this into the EPA to 14 

have a baseline.  And again, these samples are collected unknown to everybody 15 

across the country, but again people see that we do radiation monitoring, and they 16 

sometimes think that we're in suits and all that, it is basically just sample collecting. 17 

 18 

As I said to you, a big part of what we do is, it can be recovery and having a system 19 

in place, peer-to-peer supporters for critical incidents, stress management.  So again, 20 

the guys that are volunteering their time here, it is a huge commitment and again 21 

some of the scenes that they might come across aren't the prettiest sometimes, so 22 

again we have a system in place to ensure that the welfare of our volunteers is 23 

always looked after. 24 

 25 

That's me anyway.  If there's any questions or anything like that I would be glad to 26 

answer them  27 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Michael.  Just before I invite members in, rather 28 

than having 32 into thank you, on behalf of all the members I want to thank you and 29 

all your members for your commitment, your service, your work ethic.  You know, 30 

some of the pictures up there, you know, you're putting yourselves in harm's way for 31 

others, and as we all know in this day and age it is not easy to get volunteers.  So I 32 

want to wish you all the best with your recruitment campaign.  If there is anything 33 
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we can do for you in terms of publicising, all our phones will certainly be on, and I 1 

wish you well into the future. 2 

MR CARROLL:  Thank you very much.  3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Councillor Dermot O'Brien.   4 

COUNCILLOR BOURKE:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach, and thanks, Michael, for the 5 

presentation.  Again phenomenal stuff.  We're in a space where we consider 6 

ourselves in service to the public; I think you bring it to a whole other level, which is 7 

hugely commendable.  Three things -- one is a bit cheeky, but the other two, the 8 

in-house structures that you talk about, how valuable is that to have and is that 9 

something where people acquire that still over time or they pursue it because they 10 

want to be an instructor?  Because I can imagine if you had to buy in instructors that 11 

would probably cost a lot.  So is there added value or benefit to have in-house 12 

instructors?  In terms of recruitment, I am fascinated about what that's like in terms 13 

of the age cohort and who's attracted to that space?  I would love to see a broader 14 

society where people are given credit for taking a day, you know, off work to be able 15 

to volunteer in something like the Civil Defence.  But yes, maybe just speak a little 16 

bit about the commitment that's required for recruitment and how confident you are 17 

that you will get people in.  And again I think there's a role there for us to amplify 18 

any recruitment strategy that you have in place when the timing is coming up. 19 

 20 

Then you mentioned the 70/30 funding, I am not sure who has got the 70 and who 21 

has got the 30.  Thanks all, Cathaoirleach,  22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor. 23 

MR CARROLL:  Yes, the volunteer instructor is most certainly, it's a huge asset to 24 

have because again the initial outlay to train an instructor versus the costing of 25 

sending multiple people on a course or buying instructors in, if we had to do that the 26 

organisation would be an awful lot smaller and our skill set would be an awful lot 27 

smaller as well.  In conjunction with the Department of Defence now we have a 28 

centralised-run college in Roscrea, in Tipperary.  They cover an awful lot of in-house 29 

training and trainer-to-trainer and instructor training.  There's obviously some skill 30 

sets that we can't, and it is just not feasible to train volunteer instructors.  The 31 

challenge with volunteer instructors as well is that if you train with an instructor 32 

they're committed to giving more time.  So generally it is the dedicated volunteer that 33 

would be the ones that are knocking on your door asking to get the instructorship.  34 
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 1 

The 70/30 split is 70% Department of Defence and 30% local authority.  You had 2 

another question -- I can't.  The age profile for recruitment.  Recruitment, we never 3 

seem to have a problem.  We probably have about 30 on the waiting list now at the 4 

moment.  Again we would love to take on everybody, but you can't just take on 5 

everybody.  And the age profile is varied compared -- you know, there isn't an age 6 

cap on volunteering for Civil Defence.  So you can be whatever age you like.  But 7 

there is a joining age of 18 and above.  We never seem to -- we have a -- a good 8 

variety of age to be honest.  And we don't seem to have a problem in recruitment at 9 

the moment anyway.   10 

MS O'GORMAN:  You might want to mention your longest serving member. 11 

MR CARROLL:  Yes, thank you.  Last year one of our longest serving members, 12 

Sheila O'Neill from the Baltinglass area, collected her 60th year service medal for 60 13 

years of services.  When people join the Civil Defence they tend to hang around.  14 

You join it because you like what you do.  Yes, we're all aiming for Sheila's 60-year 15 

medal  16 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  There's something for the Baltinglass MD to think about then.  17 

Any other questions before we thank Michael?  Thank you very much again 18 

Michael. 19 

MR CARROLL:  Thank you very much.  20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  And also Edel for accompanying you today. 21 

MR CARROLL:  Yes.  22 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Even though she got off light there.  Thank you, Michael.  23 

Thank you members.  So we are at 4:35.  So I am going to go to the suspension of 24 

standing orders.  Councillor Leonard.   25 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  I suppose every year -- five 26 

years, my first September, I started getting the reps like everybody does "my child is 27 

not on the bus" or whatever, but it's just gotten progressively worse and the last two 28 

years have been particularly bad, and last year I thought it can't get any worse than 29 

this, and then this year it's just been the worst ever.  So I suppose as a last resort, I 30 

don't know how much this is going to help but I am just feeling so helpless because I 31 

am looking at lots of parents and they're from a varied -- across the county, and 32 

they're all just really suffering and the stress and just the unprofessionalism is just 33 

really the most -- I just can't get over the mismanagement of it all. 34 
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 1 

So the suspension of standing orders, the motion that I wanted to put forward is that 2 

this Council request Chief Executive to write to an An Taoiseach, Simon Harris TD, 3 

and Minister for Education, Norma Foley TD, to request and fund an urgent and 4 

comprehensive review on the management of the school transport system with the 5 

purpose of identifying the shortfalls in the school transport service division which 6 

are causing severe stress to parents and students on an annual basis and that they 7 

ring-fence the necessary funding to implement the recommendations of the report as 8 

part of the next annual budget. 9 

 10 

Now, yesterday I looked up, I said I better do some research to see who has been 11 

speak being this in the Dáil and that, and I couldn't believe that there actually has 12 

been a report done in February last and we're still progressively getting worse.  I will 13 

just read out some of the things.   14 

 15 

On behalf of multiple parents and students across the county who have been affected 16 

by a series of issues in relation to the poor management of the school transport 17 

system, such as last-minute notification of cancellation of school bus services 18 

literally the week and days before the school term begins, even though they have full 19 

tickets.  Some of the schools affected, one in particular is particularly difficult to 20 

stomach because it is New Court School in Bray.  There's ten students at least, new 21 

students, that their tickets were all -- Bus Eireann were notified about these students 22 

since June, and according to the principal, Louise Egan, their operator is ready and 23 

willing to go and they're just waiting on Bus Eireann to rubber stamp the service.  A 24 

lot of these students come from disadvantaged backgrounds, have no access 25 

whatsoever to transport and have potentially now no school for up to three weeks 26 

until this is sorted.  We need to seek clarification from the Department of Education 27 

about attendance exemptions for these children, because if they're not in school it 28 

will have implications on their attendance record. 29 

 30 

Two other schools -- three schools in Arklow, St Mary's, Glenart and CBS are 31 

affected.  There's no service from Aughrim to Arklow.  And no correspondence.  We 32 

have a rep line, reps at Bus Eireann, as public reps.  I send reps in.  I might as well be 33 

putting reps into a bottle and throwing it into the sea.  No just acknowledgment and 34 
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no reply, no clarification.  So we really don't have an idea of how many students 1 

across the county are affected because there there's no line of communication.  I have 2 

emailed the Department of Education and Minister Foley, and I still haven't had a 3 

reply either. 4 

 5 

The other place affected is Rathmore Holiday Village.  They have up to 41 students 6 

with no bus service at all to bring them into Ashford and Newtownmountkennedy.   7 

 8 

And then the last two that I have on my books, and I'm sure other Councillors have 9 

other schools, are East Glendalough School and CCM in Wicklow.  There's no 10 

service from Arklow to East Glendalough at the moment. 11 

 12 

So all those of kids, their parents are under pressure, and particularly the autistic kids 13 

and parents with special needs, that are working, some of them were single mums, 14 

and they're just under severe stress.  And you know they're doing their best and 15 

trying to cope with their children and the difficulties around starting them in a new 16 

school and a new term without this, and you know the extra pressure on parents to 17 

try and -- and then just throughout the year, just in general, like I know the review is 18 

there, I haven't read through the whole lot myself yet, but there is a real need for 19 

some sort of app for parents to be able to follow the buses and know their kids are 20 

safe.  There's no signage on the buses.  There's no maps.  There's stops listed out.  It 21 

is just too vague.  There's too much risk.   22 

 23 

I had one little one last year, they were left on the side of the road because she got on 24 

the wrong bus, and she had selective mutism, so she wouldn't tell the bus driver.  25 

Thank God she had her phone with her, and she text her mum.  She got out on the 26 

side of the road, and she didn't even know where she was.  Her mother had to follow 27 

the GPS to find where she was.  They're young kids, they wouldn't be in big gangs of 28 

friends that know each other, and it is their first time on a school bus going to 29 

schools.  Something needs to be done.   30 

 31 

If anyone has any other suggestions I am open to it, or if they want to amend the 32 

motion in any way.  I just think that there needs to be an outcome, and something 33 

needs to change for next year.  Thanks.   34 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Can I just say that it's an excellent 1 

motion because I am sure all 32 of us have been inundated especially again in 2 

August and September in terms of the problems that's facing the young kids around 3 

the county.  What I am going to do now, as protocol, I am going to invite those who 4 

seconded the motion speak, then, rather than going through each individual 5 

story -- because I'm sure we all have heart-breaking stories of what is happening 6 

around the country, it's not that we don't need to hear them I am conscious of time.  7 

Councillor Fortune.  8 

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE:  I think Councillor Leonard has covered it very 9 

comprehensively.  I think it captures what the problem is.  But the problem is the 10 

problem.  What are we going to do about it?  The challenge is massive.  There's 11 

parents being told that their child doesn't have transport they had 12 months ago, or a 12 

sibling doesn't have it going forward.  The whole thing is chaotic and the fact they 13 

can't get a response or answer is not right.  I think, based on Councillor Leonard's 14 

very comprehensive motion, we have got to do something about this and really be 15 

clear on who we need to talk to about it, whether it be TD 1, 2, 3, or whatever the 16 

case may be.  We have to take it on board here as public representatives to make 17 

something happen about it with the support of the Executive.  That's the way I would 18 

like to support the motion that Councillor Leonard has put forward.  Because what 19 

she's reflected is what is happening all across the county, and it is crazy.   20 

COUNCILLOR BEHAN:  I agree with everything that has been said.  21 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Perfect.  Councillor Peter Stapleton.   22 

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Yes, I really appreciate 23 

and welcome this motion being brought to the floor, not to obviously be inundated 24 

with my own request for reps but not to harp on about those, just to address the 25 

actual problem.  And I suppose I would have gone through that report that was 26 

issued this year and would welcome some of its recommendations, including getting 27 

rid of concessionary tickets and the requirement for students to use transport to their 28 

nearest school.  And over the past number of years there have been big changes 29 

within the school transport system, notably the vast reduction in fees or cost for that 30 

transport.  That has had an knock-on effect where people would take up places on 31 

bus routes where they mightn't necessarily use them full-time.  But I do think as a 32 

whole it has probably been a failure of performance and delivery within Bus Eireann, 33 

and I do think that if we are asking for a report rather than looking at the whole 34 
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system, which has just been reviewed in the last year and suggestions have come out 1 

of that, really we should be asking for an audit of the performance of Bus Eireann in 2 

terms of the delivery of their service.  That is the only amendment or suggestion I 3 

would add.  4 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Graham Richmond.   5 

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  First of all, I would like 6 

to commend Councillor Leonard on this motion.  It is excellent.  I have first-hand 7 

experience as my day job.  But just as a snippet, Bus Eireann knew about this issue 8 

last September.  The tenders, they notified persons as late as last Friday that they 9 

wouldn't have a school bus for the Monday.  It is unacceptable.  And then I spoke to 10 

a bus operator just Thursday last, and he was notified on Wednesday, nearly a week 11 

after some schools had returned to school, that he had got the tender.  So that's in the 12 

process.  And I think it is really imperative as Councillors that we stand up and 13 

actually take a stand on this issue.  We've now got a year to solve it.  So you're not 14 

coming back here this time next year.   15 

 16 

The Bus Eireann tenders for the service are issued too late.   17 

 18 

And what I would also like to put on record:  At the moment it's law that to drive a 19 

bus you have to retire at 70.  Now there's a number of 70-years-old who have their 20 

bus licence, who to drive a bus both in the morning and afternoon would be prepared 21 

and are able.   22 

 23 

And just a last point:  The reason we're not attracting people into the industry is the 24 

cost to train up and get your licence as a bus driver is too much.  Thank you.   25 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Before I move onto Councillor O'Brien, Councillor Leonard, 26 

Councillor Stapleton has made a small amendment to your proposal; are you willing 27 

to accept that?   28 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Yes.  I think that might be a welcome addition, 29 

because we do need outcome out of it, and we need to measure it.  And maybe just 30 

some form of formal communication line and a working group on it.  Just to say as 31 

well, I did speak to a secretary of a school who has been in a school for many, many 32 

years and she said when the county council operated the bus service there was never 33 

a problem for all the years.   34 
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CATHAOIRLEACH:  Just before you switch off your mic -- sorry, it doesn't matter.  1 

You're accepting it, would you mind seconding it?   2 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Yes, yes.  3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Perfect.  So I can move things on.  Councillor Dermot 4 

O'Brien, sorry for delaying you.   5 

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN:  Thanks, Cathaoirleach.  Again, thanks for the 6 

motion.  I guess what is very frustrating about these scenarios is that it's not 7 

unpredictable.  And so, if we're faced with a scenario that is predictable and we're 8 

faced with it again and again then somebody has to be accountable for that.  And 9 

again I was going to speak to the Bus Eireann dynamic.  So I really strongly support 10 

that added dimension to this.  Because someone has to be accountable 11 

for -- accountability is taking responsibility for the consequences of the choices you 12 

make.  So somebody has to take responsibility if we have to move forward, and the 13 

school transport scheme.  And again, being mindful of what Councillor Leonard said, 14 

across the country there's approximately 20,000 children with special needs who rely 15 

on the services.  So again, a service that is supposed to provide a service for those 16 

with the most need and then it fails them.  Again someone has to be accountable for 17 

that.   18 

 19 

I strongly support the motion, Cathaoirleach.  And I also support the idea that 20 

we -- again as Councillor Richmond said, if we come back here in a year and the 21 

same scenario is presented with us then maybe we're accountable on some level, so 22 

let's take a grip of this and work through it.  Thanks.  23 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  You might switch off your 24 

microphone, Councillor Richmond, thank you.  Councillor Gerry O'Neill.  25 

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL:  Yes, again I would like to support Peir's motion.  In 26 

West Wicklow now I have been out the door with phone calls, hardships, I don't 27 

want to dwell on those, you know yourself, people in very rural isolated areas who 28 

paid for their tickets you know last May and two days before they were to get the 29 

buses their parents were informed that they didn't have a ticket.  You know, that is 30 

serious.  You know, to pay up their 125, or whatever it might be, and then at the last 31 

minute to be saying -- and all the arrangements that families have to put in place with 32 

babysitters or whatever the case may be.  The buck stops with Bus Eireann.  This is 33 

run through the Department of Education, so the buck stops there with the 34 
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government, the government of the day.  And I think, you know, they're the people 1 

that really have to get this by the scruff of the neck and sort it out because it is not 2 

fair.  It is not fair.  It is poor management.  Thanks, Cathaoirleach. 3 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  Councillor Orla Finn.   4 

COUNCILLOR FINN:  Thank you very much.  I actually feel that this motion 5 

speaks to a much larger issue, and that is the one around the fact that we are not 6 

building enough schools in areas where we are building a lot of houses, and we have 7 

an increasing population.  I would specifically like to reference 8 

Newtownmountkennedy and Roundwood when I speak of this.   9 

 10 

I firmly believe that everyone should have a secondary school in their area and one 11 

that meets the need of the community, and children would absolutely love to be able 12 

to walk to their local school.  I suppose as such then I would very much like to 13 

unequivocally support Councillor Leonard's motion in this regard.   14 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  You can switch off your microphone 15 

there.  Councillor Stokes.   16 

COUNCILLOR STOKES:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and I would support this 17 

motion, and I would like to commend Councillor Leonard for bringing it forward.  18 

This is an important countywide issue of course.  I mean I am liaising with people as 19 

well.  I have had representations.  Just on Friday I was speaking to a very frustrated 20 

parent in the Newcastle area of Greystones.  But I just want to, you know, we can 21 

talk about Bus Eireann, but the government needs to get a grip of this long-term.  22 

Now, in France my understanding is what they do is they have a national internship 23 

scheme for truck drivers and bus drivers.  And I think they need to get really serious 24 

about this issue and to turn it into a profession that's on a par with important key 25 

skills, you know whether it is like plumbing or electricians, that bus driving and 26 

truck driving is a vital key skill.  And I think that they should take a page out of what 27 

the French are doing.  28 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Couldn't agree with you more.  Councillor Miriam Murphy?   29 

COUNCILLOR MURPHY:  Thank you, Cathaoirleach.  Yes, I totally agree with the 30 

motion.  But again we heard it last year and probably the year previous to this and 31 

we (inaudible) starting.  But I do think there's a bigger issue as well, that, a lot of the 32 

Councillors previously have spoken, I know in Arklow now that the (inaudible) will 33 

be finalised and it mean more houses being built, more population.  The schools are 34 
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going to be probably over-attended, and they will spill out to different schools in 1 

different towns and the same problem is going to happen, doubly, probably treble, 2 

and probably the same in any town in our county.  And also the additional needs 3 

children, the additional needs schools, like these need normality of routine, their 4 

parents.  This is parents' respite for an hour.  So it is not just going to school, it is the 5 

whole routine.  But also I mean every year we have this problem and every year we 6 

sit here and discuss it and then, you know -- so something seriously has to be done.  7 

But it is very, very disappointing as a Councillor, and Councillors have said in this 8 

chamber, have contacted our TD and our Minister, and no response.  That is not 9 

good enough.  That is where the problem lives.  Thank you.  10 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Thank you, Councillor.  And thank you, Councillor Leonard 11 

again for bringing such an important matter to not just life but into this chamber.  12 

And I am going to suggest that after we send the letter if we don't get a response 13 

within a certain timeframe that we write to them again inviting them down here.  14 

Because what we don't want is a repeat that we are all sitting here next September, 15 

having the same argument and same discussion, especially when we're all on the 16 

same page.  So what we will do is, we will write to them now.  If we don't get a 17 

response by a certain time we will write to them again inviting them down to answer 18 

our questions because this is not good enough.  Is that okay, Councillor Leonard?   19 

COUNCILLOR LEONARD:  Yes, thank you.  20 

CATHAOIRLEACH:  Perfect.  Have we any correspondence?  No correspondence.  21 

Okay.  That concludes the meeting.  Our first one back after summer break.  Thank 22 

you all for your patience and I look forward to seeing you again next month. 23 

(Time noted:  4:52 pm) 24 
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